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GENERAL

The application of irrigation water management consists of adjusting/controlling the volume, frequency and application rate of irrigation water based upon the available field soil water holding capacity for the crop rooting depth, crop evapotranspiration and stage of growth, effective precipitation, change in soil intake rates and the capacity of the irrigation system and water delivery schedule. 

SOIL/WATER/PLANT RELATIONSHIPS

Refer to the crop specific curves for average seasonal and average daily consumptive use information.  Site specific values vary per yearly climatic variations, planting dates and specific crop varieties.

The crop root zone available soil water holding capacity varies per soil texture and depth and the specific crop rooting depth.  Soil moisture can be estimated by methods such as the hand soil feel and appearance method, gravimetric or oven dry method, carbide soil moisture tester, tensiometer, electrical resistance blocks, etc.
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