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Operation and Maintenance Items 

A properly operated and maintained drainage water management system is an asset to the farm.  These water control facilities were designed and installed to provide adequate drainage and water source to crop land to be benefited.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years.  The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require performance of periodic maintenance and also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  A good operation and maintenance program includes:

· Time and stage to hold water in open drainage ditches or closed drainage systems.

· Pumping requirements, schedules, etc.

· Coordination of water management operations in the system with; rainfall, ground water contribution and crop and soil moisture needs.

· Prompt repair or replacement of damaged components is necessary.

· Remove debris and foreign material from all components that hinders system operation.

· Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings on all slopes and water courses.  This includes reseeding, fertilization and application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height.

· Maintaining area around pumping plant.  It should be free of debris, standing water, weeds, etc.  Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation and/or provides a safety hazard to electrical facilities.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents and/or burrowing animals that have or can potentially damage any part of the facility.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.

Special operation and maintenance requirements 
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