Section II
Standard Cultural Resource Procedures


for Idaho NRCS Personnel

1.  All NRCS field personnel will complete National Cultural Resources Training Modules.

2.  NRCS employees will determine if a proposed practice is an undertaking by using attachment 3.  The options are:
a. Practice is from list of undertakings.

b. Practice is from list of "screened" undertakings.  These are undertakings, which may affect cultural resources.  Practice potential for effect will be determined by a CRS at time of literature review.

c. Practice is not an undertaking.

3.  If the practice is not an undertaking, then NRCS employee will document finding on Environmental Evaluation (EE) and proceed with practice planning and installation.

4.  If the practice is an undertaking or a “screened” undertaking, NRCS will complete one ID-420-004 NRCS Project Request for Cultural Resources Assistance (attachment 5), per undertaking.  The request will be filled out completely and will include enough information for the CRS to evaluate the potential for effect against the potential for certain types of resources to occur within the APE.  The APE will be defined on the map attached to the ID-420-004.  All project activities will be described for the CRS.  The request form and map will be mailed to the CRS at the USDA Forest Service.  Copies will be sent to the Division Cultural Resources Coordinator (DCRC).

5. USFS will complete the form within 10 working days and send results and recommendations back to the DCRC with a FAX copy of all results to the field office(s).

6. USFS will recommend one of the following:
a. An archaeological field review is needed.
b. A field review is not needed.
c. In some cases (heavy vegetative cover, extremely buried surfaces, etc.) monitoring by a CRS or a CRT during implementation may be recommended in lieu of an archaeological field review.

7.  If a field review is not needed, the ID-420-004 is placed in the cooperator’s case file and planning/installation continues.

8.  If a field review is needed, the DCRC will assign a CRT to conduct the field review.   In some cases, the CRS may request a more comprehensive field review than is within the scope of the CRT and request to assist the CRT in the inventory.  In addition, the CRT may request CRS assistance if circumstances in the field (such as density of cultural materials encountered, special cultural resources not normally observed, etc,) warrant.  The CRT will complete the appropriate forms as agreed upon by NRCS, SHPO, and USFS.  Currently this is Form A, No Cultural Resources Present (attachment 6) if no cultural resources are present.  A three page narrative, Form B, Cultural Resources Present (attachment 7), and/or Isolated Find Report (attachment 8), and/or Intermountain Antiquities Computer System (IMACS) Form (attachment 9) if cultural resources are observed, and attachments (maps, sketches, photographs).  These forms are then sent to the USFS CRS or NRCS CRS for review.

9.  CRS reviews documentation, makes recommendations, and sends Determination of Significance and Effect to SHPO for review within 5 working days.  This form is then completed by the SHPO and returned to the USFS within 30 days.  USFS will send the signed form to the DCRC within 5 working days. If cultural resources are observed practice implementation will not proceed until SHPO concurrence has been obtained.

10.  If cultural resource sites are identified during a field review, then the determination of National Register eligibility will be done in consultation with a CRS.

11.  If cultural resources are not observed during the field review, Form A will be completed and placed in the cooperator’s file with a copy sent to USFS and SHPO and practice implementation will proceed.

12.  DCRC sends case file documentation to the field office.  All cultural resource site information will be maintained in a secure file by the DCRC.  In December of each year, the DCRC will make a summary of all cultural resources investigations completed by the Division during the fiscal year.

Avoiding Impacts to Cultural Resources:

13.  It is NRCS policy to protect cultural resources in their original location to the fullest extent practicable (401.20 [b]).  Even with sites determined not to be eligible, NRCS will make a good faith effort to avoid impacts to these sites.

Avoiding impacts will be accomplished by:

a) The CRS or a CRT under supervision of a CRS will determine site boundaries.

b) The CRS may consult with the SHPO, CRT, or other concerned parties on the best method to avoid impacts to site.

c) After impact avoidance measures have been implemented,  planning / implementation of the undertaking can proceed.

Note:  Avoiding impacts to cultural resources sites is not the same as site avoidance.  Traditional site avoidance typically involves defining where of the Area of Potential Effects intersects the boundaries of the cultural resources site.  Site avoidance is then accomplished by modifying or moving the APE.  This traditional approach often causes site impacts, which were not addressed in the original assessment.  Proposed impact avoidance measures are not limited to site avoidance, but may also include:

a) Critical area treatment with vegetative plantings to reduce long-term erosion on cultural resources sites and adjacent surroundings.  These vegetative plantings can also serve as deterrents to vandalism, subtle mark site boundaries, etc.

b) Limiting impacts to native vegetation present or adjacent to the site.
c) Considerations of indirect impacts, such as access, traffic patterns, etc.
d) Consideration of cumulative impacts.
14.  If impacts cannot be avoided and the site is NOT ELIGIBLE for NRHP, then:

a) Where alternative, non-impacting conservation practices are feasible; NRCS will encourage cooperators to substitute these practices.

b) If the cooperator declines implementing these alternative practices, then the NRCS will document this in the cooperator file and proceed with planning / implementation.  The CRS will decide, however, if other measures, such as monitoring during implementation, may be needed.

15.  If adverse effects cannot be avoided to NRHP eligible properties, then:

a) CRS will consult with SHPO on appropriate levels of potential mitigation plans.
b) CRS will consult with landowner, NRCS management, and other concerned parties on appropriate potential mitigation plans.  The selected plan will then be reviewed by the ACHP.

c) The State Conservationist may elect to proceed with GM-420 part 401.25 (b)

If a plan cannot be agreed upon and approved by the State Conservationist, the CRS, SHPO, landowner, and ACHP will be notified of NRCS intent to withdraw assistance; and Idaho NRCS will follow GM-420 part 401.26.
Idaho NRCS
FOTG Section II - 1
Rev. March 11, 2004

