[image: header text high res]

Natural Resources Conservation Service
9173 West Barnes Dr., Ste C
Boise, ID 83709
Phone: 208-378-5700
Fax: 208-378-5735
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	

		April 11, 2011

IDAHO TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NUMBER 329

Purpose:  To distribute instructions for making and installing fence markers and a job sheet.

Background: NRCS has funded a tremendous amount of fence marking to reduce sage-grouse collisions through the Sage-Grouse Initiative; nearly 34 miles of fence in Idaho in 2010 alone.  There are several marker configurations being implemented that are all generally based on the Sutton method http://suttoncenter.org/pages/fence_marking_instructions.  A recent, rigorous study by Bryan Stevens et al. out of the University of Idaho demonstrated collision rates approximately 5.74 times higher in unmarked control than marked treatment fence segments.  The peak time period for collisions was late March through early April.  

Explanation: To improve consistency in our application of fence markers and incorporate the latest science, the attached instructions and jobsheet were developed by Oregon NRCS and are being adopted for use in Idaho. The instructions are based on the technique used in the Stevens et al. study and some "lessons learned" from several folks around the West.  The Stevens et al. study only tested markers that included reflective tape, but non-reflective markers are included as an alternative due to concern about the social acceptability of reflective markers in some locations.  The jobsheet may be used for program contracting purposes, to provide participants with instructions on installing and maintaining fence markers.  

Effective Date: Upon receipt.

Instructions:  This notice will be posted in Section I of the electronic Field Office Technical Guide for future reference. The jobsheet and instructions will be posted in Section IV under the 645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management practice.

Contacts: 	Kevin Traylor, Area Biologist, 208-983-1046 x 102
		Deb Koziol, Area Biologist, 208-237-4628 x 113
		Karen Fullen, State Biologist, 208-378-5725


/s/
EUGENE SCHOCK
Assistant State Conservationist - Technical Services
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