Section II	Essential Fish Habitat



[bookmark: _GoBack]This subsection summarizes NRCS responsibilities regarding consideration of Essential Fish Habitat during all conservation planning and technical assistance activities.  

On October 11, 1996, Congress passed the Sustainable Fisheries Act (Public Law 104-297) which amended the habitat provisions of the Magnuson Act. The re-named Magnuson-Stevens Act (Act) calls for direct action to stop or reverse the continued loss of fish habitats. Toward this end, Congress mandated the identification of habitats essential to managed species and measures to conserve and enhance this habitat. The Act requires cooperation among the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the Fishery Management Councils, and Federal agencies to protect, conserve, and enhance "essential fish habitat". Congress defined essential fish habitat for federally managed fish species as "those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity." 

Essential fish habitat has been designated in Idaho for anadromous fish listed under the Endangered Species Act. The map on page 2 and list of hydrologic unit codes (HUCs) on page 3 show locations of EFH in Idaho. NRCS-planned actions and alternatives located in these HUCs must be evaluated for potential short-term and long-term adverse effects to EFH. 

“Adverse effect” as defined in 50 CFR 600.810 means any impact that reduces quality and/or quantity of EFH. Adverse effects may include direct or indirect physical, chemical, or
biological alterations of the waters or substrate and loss of, or injury to, benthic organisms, prey species and their habitat, and other ecosystem components, if such modifications reduce
the quality and/or quantity of EFH.  In general, activities that reduce water quality or stream flow, change in-stream or riparian habitat features, or create barriers to aquatic species movement are considered adverse effects to EFH.

If potential adverse effects are identified, the action must be modified to eliminate them if possible. If an NRCS-funded action cannot be modified to eliminate potential adverse effects, consultation with NMFS is required. Contact your Area or State Biologist for assistance.
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	8th Code HUC 
	HUC Name

	17060101
	Hells Canyon

	17060103
	Lower Snake-Asotin

	17060201
	Upper Salmon

	17060202
	Pashimeroi

	17060203
	Middle Salmon-Panther

	17060204
	Lemhi

	17060205
	Upper Middle Fork Salmon

	17060206
	Lower Middle Fork Salmon

	17060207
	Middle Salmon-Chamberlain

	17060208
	South Fork Salmon

	17060209
	Lower Salmon

	17060210
	Little Salmon

	17060301
	Upper Selway

	17060302
	Lower Selway

	17060303
	Lochsa

	17060304
	Middle Fork Clearwater

	17060305
	South Fork Clearwater

	17060306
	Clearwater
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