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Introduction

This subsection summarizes planner’s responsibilities regarding the requirements of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, NRCS regulations (7 CFR, Part 650.22), and NRCS policy (GM 190, Section 410.22.) The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires federal agencies use their authorities to conserve threatened and endangered species and ensure their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of threatened or endangered species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat. In addition, regulations and policy require NRCS to support the conservation of species that are proposed or candidates for listing and State and Tribal species of concern.  

Planning and application of conservation practices and measures must provide for the conservation of these species and be documented on the Environmental Evaluation (NRCS-CPA-52.) Consistent with legal requirements of the ESA, 7 CFR Part 650.22, and NRCS policy; the effects of NRCS-assisted practices on endangered, threatened, proposed, candidate, State and Tribal species of concern (hereafter referred to as “protected species”), and their habitats must be assessed. 

Species Lists

Federal Level

The Idaho Fish and Wildlife Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries maintain separate lists of species under their jurisdiction on the following websites:

	US Fish and Wildlife Service:
	http://www.fws.gov/idaho/Species.htm

	NOAA Fisheries:
	http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/species_list/species_lists.html

State Level

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) lists 229 Species of Greatest Conservation Need in the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy (CWCS, currently being revised as the State Wildlife Action Plan, or SWAP). IDFG private lands program staff worked with the NRCS State Biologist to narrow that list to those species most likely to occur on private lands and be affected by NRCS practices. This State Species of Concern list for Idaho is available at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/id/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_046511

Planners will use the Idaho Fish and Wildlife Information System (IFWIS, formerly the Idaho Department of Fish and Game Conservation Data Center or CDC) Threatened and Endangered Species GIS database to locate known rare species in the project area. More information on IFWIS is available at: https://fishandgame.idaho.gov/ifwis/portal/species

Tribal Level

Tribal Governments in Idaho have not provided NRCS with lists of Tribal Species of Concern. Planners must work with individual Tribes during Phase I of Planning to determine which species should be considered and during Phase II to ensure that effects to these species are analyzed and alternatives are formulated to conserve the species. 

Process

This process follows the Endangered and Threatened Species Guide Sheet located in the Environmental Evaluation (NRCS-CPA-52.) The Guide Sheet, NRCS-CPA-52, Planning and Implementation Notes, Species Lists, and Effects Determinations document effects of conservation plan alternatives on protected species.

Obtain lists of protected species and habitat present in the area of potential effect

1. Go to the USFWS’ Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) web site http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
2. Define the project location under the Initial Project Scoping tab. You may map the action area using the toolbar buttons or select the State/County list option. “Action area” is the area directly or indirectly affected by the proposed action. Click the Continue button.
3. Select the type of project from the drop-down list provided. Only one choice may be made from the list. Use the client’s primary objective to guide your selection. Click the Continue button.
4. Click the link to Save or Print the Preliminary Species list. Save the resulting PDF in the client’s folder and print a hard copy for the file documentation.
5. If the project is located in any of the 8th Code Hydrologic Units (HUC) in the table below, add the Interior Columbia Domain West Coast Salmon and Steelhead list of protected species and critical habitat to the plan file documentation. The list is available at: http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/protected_species/salmon_steelhead/status_of_esa_salmon_listings_and_ch_designations_map.pdf


	8th Code HUC 
	HUC Name

	17060101
	Hells Canyon

	17060103
	Lower Snake-Asotin

	17060201
	Upper Salmon

	17060202
	Pashimeroi

	17060203
	Middle Salmon-Panther

	17060204
	Lemhi

	17060205
	Upper Middle Fork Salmon

	17060206
	Lower Middle Fork Salmon

	17060207
	Middle Salmon-Chamberlain

	17060208
	South Fork Salmon

	17060209
	Lower Salmon

	17060210
	Little Salmon

	17060301
	Upper Selway

	17060302
	Lower Selway

	17060303
	Lochsa

	17060304
	Middle Fork Clearwater

	17060305
	South Fork Clearwater

	17060306
	Clearwater




6. If the project is located within an Indian Reservation, on public lands, or otherwise of interest to one or more Tribes, obtain a list of species of concern to the Tribe(s).

7. The Idaho Fish and Wildlife Information System (IFWIS, formerly known as the Conservation Data Center, or CDC) provides information on known locations where protected species and other species have been collected or observed in Idaho. This information is available to NRCS planners as a GIS layer under F:geodata/project data/CDCEOMonthYear. You may use the Query tools to limit data displayed to only those species on the State Species of Concern list for Idaho: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/id/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_046511
Contact the State GIS Coordinator for assistance if needed.

Make an Effects Determination for each species on your lists

8. Use your knowledge of species life history and habitat requirements to make Effects Determinations for each species on your lists. Information on life history and habitat requirements is available from: USFWS Environmental Conservation Online System Species Profiles, NatureServe Explorer Species Reports, Idaho Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy Appendix B: Species of Greatest Conservation Need. You may also contact your Area or State Biologist or local USFWS or IDFG biologists for assistance making effects determinations.

9. Follow the Evaluation Procedure detailed on the E&T Guide Sheet of the CPA-52 to document your Effects Determination for each species under each alternative.  Your determination (No Effect or May Affect), the reasons (rationale) you made that determination, and the information sources used must be documented in writing on the CPA-52, E&T Guide Sheet, or a separate attachment. All of the Effects Determination documentation must be retained in the case file.
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