ADDITIONAL FARMLAND OF STATEWIDE IMPORTANCE

This is land, in addition to Prime and Unique Farmlands, that is of statewide importance for the production of food, fiber, forage, and oilseed crops.  Criteria for defining and delineating this land are to be determined by the appropriate State agency or agencies.  Generally, additional Farmlands of Statewide Importance include those that are nearly Prime Farmland and that economically produce high yields of crops when treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods.  Some may produce as high a yield as Prime Farmlands if conditions are favorable.  In some states, additional Farmlands of Statewide Importance may include tracts of land that have been designated for agriculture by State law.

Specific Criteria for the State of Idaho

I.
The soils that do not qualify as Prime Farmlands have:

            A.
Xeric or Aquic moisture regimes (enough natural precipitation to



annually crop) in which the available water capacity is too low for



nonirrigated farming, but the area has a developed irrigation water 



supply that is dependable (a dependable water supply is one in which

enough water is available for irrigation in 8 out of 10 years for the crops commonly grown) and of adequate quality,

or

B. 
Aridic or torric moisture regimes and the area has a developed irrigation water 

supply that is dependable and of adequate quality, 

or

C.
Aridic or torric moisture regime bordering on Xeric and sufficient 
precipitation and 

available water capacity to crop alternate years with crops harvested at least 75 percent of planting.  Yields are sufficient for economic return.

II.
The soils have a temperature that is frigid, or mesic, or cryic


if soils are warm enough to produce at least one crop (pergelic regimes


are excluded).  These are soils that, at a depth of 20 inches (50 cm), 


have a mean annual temperature higher than 32(F (0( C).  In addition, the


mean summer temperature at this depth is higher than 57(F (15( C), and 

III.
The soils have a pH between 4.5 and 9.0 in all horizons within a depth of


40 inches (1 meter) or in the root zone if the root zone is less than 40 


inches deep (surface layer has a pH acceptable for seed germination of 


common crops), and

IV.
The soils either have no water table or have a water table that is


maintained at a sufficient depth during the cropping season to allow hay


or crops common to the area to be harvested, and


V.
The soils can be managed so that during part of each year the conductivity


of the saturation extract is less than 8 mmhos/cm and the exchangeable


sodium percentage (ESP is less than 40 in the root zone below the surface


layer, and

VI.
The soils are not flooded frequently (less often than once in 2 years) for


very long duration (more than 30 days) during the growing season, or the


flooding is controlled so that crops common to the areas or hay can be


harvested and

VII.
The product of K (erodibility factor) x percent slope is less than 6 for


nonirrigated and less than 3 for irrigated areas, and the product of I 


(soils wind erodibility factor) x C (climate factor) does not exceed 80,


and 

VIII.
Less than 35 percent of the surface layer (upper 6 inches) in these soils


consists of rock fragments coarser than 3 inches (7.6 cm) but less than 


10 inches (25 cm).

IX.
The soils have at least 2.5 inches of available water capacity and are at


least 20 inches to bedrock or nonrippable hardpan.


