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This subsection summarizes NRCS responsibilities regarding consideration of scenic beauty during all conservation planning and technical assistance activities.  Scenic beauty can be defined as the viewer’s positive perceived value of special, unique and memorable physical elements of a landscape.

NRCS policy and procedures for consideration of scenic beauty is stated in GM 190, Section 410.24.  According to this policy, contributions to scenic beauty are a normal product of NRCS work.  Residue management, field borders, windbreaks, and riparian buffers are examples.  Emphasis is given to those soil and water conservation measures that contribute to a productive and efficient agriculture, increase the attractiveness of rural America, and are in line with goals and objectives of conservation districts.  This is best accomplished by considering the landscape visual resource when providing planning assistance to individual landowners, groups, units of government, and other clients.  

Specifically, NRCS conservation planning for scenic beauty will:

(1)  Provide technical assistance with full consideration of alternative management and development systems that preserve scenic beauty or improve the landscape.

(2)  Emphasize the application of conservation practices having scenic beauty or landscape resource values, particularly in waste management systems, field borders, field windbreaks, wildlife and wetland habitat management, access roads, critical area treatment; design and management of ponds, stream margins, odd areas, and farmsteads; siting or positioning of structures and buildings to be in harmony with the landscape while reducing the potential for erosion; using native and other adaptable plants for conservation which enhance scenic beauty and create variety while linking beauty with utility.

(3)  Promote personal pride in landowners in the installation, maintenance, and appearance of conservation practices and their properties.

(4)  Select suitable areas for waste products and use screens to hide "eyesore" areas.

(5)  Encourage conservation districts to include practices which promote scenic beauty in their annual and long-range programs.
Following are links to lists of some areas of scenic beauty designated by federal or state programs. This is NOT an all-inclusive list of areas that may be considered scenic. Planners should consider the viewers of the planning area and their perceptions when analyzing the effects of conservation practices on scenic beauty. 

National Landscape Conservation System

Established in 2000, the Bureau of Land Management’s National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) contains some of the West’s most spectacular landscapes.  National Monuments, National Conservation Areas, National Historic or Scenic Trails, Wild and Scenic Rivers, Wilderness areas, and Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are included in the NLCS. Congress formally recognized the NLCS in statute in 2009. Information on NLCS areas in Idaho is available at: http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/prog/blm_special_areas.html

National Park Service

Areas administered by the National Park Service in Idaho are inherently scenic. A listing and information on these areas is available at: http://www.nps.gov/state/id/list.htm?program=parks

Idaho Scenic Byways Program

Idaho has had officially recognized Scenic Routes since 1977. In 1991 the U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the state of Idaho combined the scenic routes and back country byways of each agency under one umbrella. Idaho currently has thirty scenic, historic and cultural byways spread throughout the state. Several of these also hold federal status as National Scenic Byways or All American Roads. The Idaho Transportation Department is the lead agency responsible for administering the Idaho Scenic Byways Program. 

A listing and maps of Idaho’s Scenic Byways is available at following website:  http://www.idahobyways.gov/
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