Section II
Climatic Data

Introduction
Virtually every Natural Resources Conservation Service activity is dependent on weather or climate. Climate parameters are the driving force in the physical processes of soil erosion and plant growth and are also key factors in water quality and quantity concerns.

NRCS and the National Weather Service (NWS) have responsibility for collecting climate data. The NRCS data collection network includes both SNOTEL sites for SNOw TELemetry and SCAN sites for Soil Climate Analysis Network. SNOTEL sites are generally located in mountainous areas of the Western United States where winter snow accumulation is an important component of the seasonal water supply. SCAN sites are automated low elevation weather stations, similar to SNOTEL sites, but without a snow pillow which monitors snow water content. NWS stations are typically located at lower elevations in populated areas.

This subsection summarizes the NRCS and NWS data collection network and describes the stations and measured parameters. This information will enable field office personnel to determine which sites in their area will be useful in conservation planning activities.
Idaho Snow Survey Program: http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/ 
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