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Technical Guide Notice:  ID-387	                                                                                                   August 21, 2014 
  Subject:   190 - Ecological Site Descriptions (ESDs)

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Purpose:  To provide guidance on where to obtain approved and final draft 		            Ecological Site Descriptions (ESDs).

Effective Date:  August 30, 2014

Explanation:  ESD’s are technical descriptions prepared for ecological sites that present the features that characterize that site. They address all of the resources that are important for identifying, evaluating, planning, managing and monitoring rangeland resources. 

An Ecological Site is defined as a distinctive kind of land with specific physical characteristics that differs from other kinds of land in its ability to produce a distinctive kind and amount of vegetation. 

Draft ESDs for rangeland have been available in Idaho since 2009 and are posted in the Idaho EFOTG in section II. Approved draft ESD’s are posted to the Ecological Site Information System for use. The approved drafts will be labeled as provisional and are subject to change as additional information is collected. 

Filing Instructions:  To access approved reports go to: https://esis.sc.egov.usda.gov/Welcome/pgReportLocation.aspx?type=ESD

Idaho’s ESI staff is currently developing concepts for Land Resource Units (LRU) to subdivide Major Land Resource Areas (MLRA) into smaller units based upon soil moisture and temperature regimes.  The development of LRU’s will allow for more defined site concepts and revised naming and numbering conventions as described in the National Ecological Site Handbook which can be found at  http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=35306   

Contact:  If you have questions concerning the available descriptions or approvals, please contact Brendan Brazee, State Rangeland Management Specialist at (208) 378-5722.


/s/
Eugene Schock
Assistant State Conservationist (Technical Resources)
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