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2014 Meeting Minutes
Attendance
1. Ron Collman, State Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Champaign, Illinois
2. Roger Windhorn, NRCS Geologist and Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Champaign, Illinois
3. Dan Withers, Cartographic Technician, USDA-NRCS, Champaign, Illinois
4. Jon Bonjean, Resource Analyst (GIS), USDA-NRCS, Champaign, Illinois
5. Jean McConkey, Office Assistant, USDA-NRCS, Champaign, Illinois
6. Bill Teater, Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Springfield, Illinois
7. Bob Tegeler, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, USDA-NRCS, Springfield, Illinois
8. Lindsay Reinhart, Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Aurora, Illinois
9. Dale Calsyn, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, USDA-NRCS, Aurora, Illinois
10. Sam Indorante, MRLA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, USDA-NRCS, Carbondale, Illinois
11. Jon Bathgate, Resource Analyst, USDA-NRCS, Carbondale, Illinois
12. Troy Fehrenbacher, Resource Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Charleston, Illinois
13. John Lohse, Land & Water Resource Specialist, IL Department of Agriculture, Springfield, Illinois
14. Travis Neely, Soil Science Regional Director MO 12, USDA-NRCS, Indianapolis, Indiana
15. Chris Miller, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, USDA-NRCS, Juneau, Wisconsin 
16. Karla Petges, Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Juneau, Wisconsin
17. Dean Spindler, Soil Scientist, Illinois Department of Natural Resources-Office of Mines & Minerals, Springfield, Illinois
18. Heather Shoup, Geotechnical Engineer, Illinois Department of Transportation, Springfield, Illinois
19. Stan Sipp, University of Illinois Crop Sciences (Retired), 
20. Asghar Chowdhery, Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Indianapolis, Indiana
21. Shelly Silch, Geospatial Liaison, USGS, Urbana, Illinois
22. Karmara Holmes, Soil Quality Data Specialist, USDA-NRCS, Indianapolis, Indiana
23. Rae Payne, Senior Director Business and Regulatory Affairs, IL Farm Bureau, Bloomington, Illinois
24. Earl Voss, retired soil scientist, Soils Consultant, Champaign, Illinois
25. Scott Wiesbrook, Soil Scientist, Illinois Natural History Survey, Champaign, Illinois
26. David Grimley, Quaternary Geologist, Illinois State Geological Survey, Champaign, Illinois

Via Teleconference
1. Luis Hernandez, SSD Regional Director Region 12, USDA-NRCS, Amherst, Massachusetts (via teleconference)
2. David Kingsbury, SSD Regional Direction Region 6, USDA-NRCS, Morgantown, WV (via teleconference)
3. Matt Bromley, MLRA Soil Survey Office Leader, USDA-NRCS, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
  (via teleconference)
4. Matt McCauley, MLRA Soil survey Office Leader, USDA-NRCS, Owensboro, Kentucky (via teleconference)

Ron opened the meeting and had participants introduce themselves.  Ron went through the Plan to Maintain the Soil Survey of Illinois, May 2014.
Discussed Funding.
Reports
Luis Hernandez Soil Science Regional Director 12 gives power point
Travis Neely Soil Science Regional Director MO 12
Gave report on the East Central Glaciated Soil Survey Regional Office.
David Kingsbury Soil Science Regional Director MO 6 gives power point
Cooperator Reports
Rae Payne Senior Director Business and Regulatory Affairs, IL Farm Bureau
No report.
John Lohse Land & Water Resource Specialist, IL Department of Agriculture
Fourteen conservation practices on the ground which are cover crops.  No budget items to report.
Dave Grimley Quaternary Geologist, Illinois State Geological Survey
Shared current updates.  Critical zone observation of soils in Sangamon River Basin.  A long term observation of soils.  No one from NRCS involved. Trying to involve Roger Windhorn.   David to give us the information so we can send out a notice.
Earl Voss Retired State Soil Scientist Retired in 1988. 
45 years of attending the annual Soil Planning Conference.
Scott Weisbrook, Illinois Natural History Survey
Soil judging contests this fall region 3 ASA in Illinois and next spring national contest NA colleges of teacher’s super bowl of agriculture.  John Deere will be the corporate sponsor.  Contest will be in Geneseo-Galva area--northwestern Illinois.  Illinois regional will be there this fall 2014.  A couple of retired soil scientists will come to assist with the pits and Scott will judge them. Need an active duty soil scientist.
Action:  Put forth comments to ask others from an MO to see who can be there.  Get detailed information for the event. 
Shelly Silch, Geospatial Liaison, USGS (Sitting in for Doug Yeskis USGS)
Need to coordinate with Tim Prescott in regards to the Lidar 3 DEP program.  USGS received money in their budget.  Will need support letters from others around the state for complete coverage for the Lidar 3 DEP --very important.

Dean Spindler, Soil Scientist, Illinois Department of Natural Resources-Office of Mines & Minerals
Financial support is none.  Dean works in coal reclamation and mining.  Surface mining is dwindling. Coal production significantly increasing in Montgomery, Saline, Hamilton Counties.
Heather Shoup Geotechnical Engineer, Illinois Department of Transportation
Working on geotechnical manual.  Coming up with a database that works for soil borings.  Not as user friendly as what they would want it to be.  Illiana Corridor questions or remarks, contact Department of Transportation for additional data.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bob Tegeler gave report for ISCA (Bruce Putnam, ISCA President) 
IL Department of Public Health has updated the Private Sewage Code.  No perc tests allowed so this will increase demand for certified Illinois Soil Classifiers to do onsite investigations for septic systems.  USEPA developed a general permit process for new and replacement surface discharging wastewater treatment systems.  Individual homeowners will need to apply for a permit if a surface discharge system is their only option and the effluent impacts the Waters of the US.  ISCA is developing a guideline/process to determine if the surface discharge will impact the Waters of the US.  ISCA interim guidelines are being developed for interceptor and perimeter drains.  A Hydric Soils Course for wetland consultants coming up in June 2014 in Sycamore, Illinois.  ISCA has revised and updated its long term plans.  ISCA could possibly conduct Soils of Illinois tours, considering 3 to 4 day tours in different regions of Illinois looking at soil catenas etc. to get people familiar with the soils in certain part of the state.  
Earl asked if there would be a joint ISCA field Fall tour with Indiana Soil Classifiers? Answer:  Not sure if it will work out. No final decision yet.
Ken Olson, Professor of Soil Science & Conservation, University of Illinois, NRES sent in report
Ron Collman gave Dr. Olson’s summary.  
Stan Sipp, University of Illinois Crop Sciences
Working with Bob Dunker on a project in Logan County--ran EM-38 on it.  Had an agreement and got Lidar for Logan county. Doing studies and making maps.
Ron Collman, State Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Champaign, Illinois
Every year NRCS puts on Introduction to Soils training.  This year is May 22-24, 2014--opening door for 3 to 4 people.  Get with Ron and show up.  Only 17 in class right now.
Bill Teater, Soil Scientist, Springfield MLRA
Retiring May 17, 2014.  Last time here.  Started off his career when Earl Voss was State Soil Scientist.
Bob Tegeler, Soil Survey Project Leader, Springfield MLRA
Jim Hornickel is also retiring next month June 2014.  Both Bill and Jim will be missed.  SDJR Osco, Sable, Rosetta, and Hickory, non SDJR projects have been placed on back burner.  Pressure transducers and IRIS tubes—still being read.  LIDAR project ongoing to predict areas that pond and don’t pond.  Test site in Peoria County. Hickory project able to test a couple sites with amoozemeters (measure saturated hydraulic conductivity-KSAT).   Work on more sites later this fall 2014. Dale Baumgartner switched job position to an Ecological Site person.  Stacy Clark came to the Springfield MLRA office to assist with development of an ecological site key for MLRA 115C soils.. Came up with over 50 groupings of soils. Received some training on the process of conducting field investigations. Possible initial projects include Hill prairies, and mud turtle sites. Learning process of developing ecological site descriptions. 
Chris Miller, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, USDA-NRCS, Juneau, Wisconsin
Chris and Karla up to eye brows in SDJR projects.  Passed out a handout.  Amoozemeter work being done.  Also 41 projects finished, 24 projects in progress and 7 projects not started.
Dr. Sam, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, Carbondale MLRA
SDJR tehnical soil services--Erik and Zach do the wetlands workloads.  Dr. Sam does the technical\educational stuff.  The surface mine classification at Sparta at the Illinois Army National Guard (IARNG) site originally map as well drained not true, found out differently.  The OSDs will have to be looked at again.  With Dean Spindler trying to get a sign for the original wedge plot at the old Captain mine.  Ron has had communication with Bob Dunker.  The first original prime farmland plot, Kevin Sweeney did the original.  Worth saving pedologically as it is a benchmark.  Worth the efforts.  The sodium soils project working with Dave Grimley ISGS Advisor and Dr. Johnston covers a lot of acres in Illinois a critical project.  Bryan Fitch and Dr. Sam.  Shawnee Hills project ongoing with Amoozemeter measurements on all the sites. The pressure transducer starts June 1, 2014.
Dale Calsyn, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, Aurora MLRA
Jen Wollenweber transferred to NRCS in Minnesota in the Fall of 2013.  Third year Pathway student Sarah Smith will be coming back at the Aurora MLRA office this summer 2014. SDJR 65 to 67 percent.  Field project Ashkum benchmark soil.  
Matt McCauley, MLRA Soil Survey Office Project Leader, USDA-NRCS, Owensboro, Kentucky 
Sent powerpoint.  6-OWN projects in MLRA 120.  Belknap
---Ask Dave Grimley about Leon Follmer--Is Leon retired? Or ask Ron Collman---
Matt Bromley, MLRA Soil Survey Office Leader, USDA-NRCS, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Gregg Schmidt ESD. Mark Zucco went to Iowa to be a Resource Soil Scientist.  Wetlands work for GIS. Did propose a dynamic soil property study for hydric soils and restored wetlands. Comparing the restored state to native vegetation accepted by Lincoln so will be working on it.
Roger Windhorn, NRCS Geologist and Soil Scientist, Champaign, Illinois
45 career years June 2014 in Soils!!!  Avoid Aglearn and go out to field at least 4 days a week; 
Karmara Holmes, Soil Quality Data Specialist, USDA-NRCS, Indianapolis, Indiana
Kamara works with quality assurance for MLRAs in Springfield and Carbondale.  Asghar and Kamara correlate and complete the project after populating the database.  

Asghar Chowdhery, Soil Scientist, USDA-NRCS, Indianapolis, Indiana
Asghar with Juno and Aurora offices putting out quality and quantity work.  

Ron assisted Dr. Sam with the rattlesnakes.  If you need data email ron.collman@il.usda.gov.
Adjournment.  
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