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Definition
Establishing and maintaining permanent vegetative cover.  

Purposes: (Check all that apply)  
☐  Reduce, sheet, rill, and wind erosion and sedimentation

☐  Reduce ground and surface water quality degradation by nutrients and surface water quality degradation by sediment

☐  Reduce emissions of particulate matter (PM), PM precursors, and greenhouse gasses

☐  Enhance wildlife, pollinator, and beneficial organism habitat

☐  Improve soil health

Specifications:
Take soil samples according to the University of Illinois recommendations.  

Introduced cool-season seedings
The minimum soil pH is 5.5.  Where soil pH levels are below 5.5, apply limestone to raise pH to 6.2.  The minimum soil test for Phosphorus is 15 lbs. P/ac. Where the P test is below 15, apply 60 lbs. P2O5/acre.  The minimum soil test Potassium is 150 lbs. K/ac.  Where K test is below 150, apply 200 pounds of K20/acre.  For introduced cool season seed mixtures consisting of grass only mixes, apply 30 pounds of actual nitrogen per acre. 

Fertilizer amendments are not recommended for native warm season grass/forbs.

Re-inoculate uncoated seed, pre-inoculated greater than 60 days.  Pre-inoculated seed that has
been coated must be seeded within 12 months of
inoculation, otherwise re-inoculate. In no cases shall
inoculum be used after the expiration date including
inoculum that is included with the seed as a pretreatment.

Perform all seedbed preparation operations on the contour or across the general slope where possible.
For tilled seedbeds that have less than 50% ground cover, include a companion crop of one bushel of oats per acre. Omit the companion crop when no-tilling into adequate residue (50% or greater ground cover). The companion crop used in spring seedings must be mowed in the early boot stage of growth.  
	



(Right click on the spreadsheet below and select “Worksheet Object” “Open”. Populate the worksheet and select “X” to exit) OR (double-click on the spreadsheet object below, make edits, and click on the document outside of the worksheet object)


SITE PREPARATION

1. Tilled seedbed - Apply lime and fertilizer as needed. Work seedbed to 3” depth leaving a 
reasonably smooth, friable, and firm surface. Drill seed uniformly at 1/8” – 1/4” depth, or broadcast uniformly and roll with corrugated roller or cultimulcher with disengaged tines.

2. No-Till seeding - Apply approved chemicals to kill or suppress existing vegetation as necessary. Use a drill designed for no-till seeding at a depth of 1/8” - 1/4”.
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Seed rates will be based on Pure Live Seed (PLS) per acre.  Computation of Pure Live Seed will based on the following formula:


Pure Live Seed (PLS) = (% germination + % dormant seed) X % purity
                           100


SEEDING PERIODS:
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MAINTENANCE:

· Mow as necessary to control weeds and/or the companion crop during the first growing season or until established. Mow above the seedling height.

· Noxious weeds should be controlled by spot treatment as soon as possible after they are noticed.


· Control weeds or undesirable vegetation by techniques suited to the cover type.  Consider the needs of wildlife when planning maintenance.  For instance, mowing of established stands should be before April 15 or after August 1 to allow wildlife sufficient time to complete nesting activities.

· Areas or spots that fail to become established should be fertilized and seeded (and mulched with straw if necessary) during the next seeding period.

· Read and follow all pesticide label directions.  Pesticides will be used in accordance with all federal, state, and local regulations.

Renovating Existing Stands:

After establishment, grass and legume/forb stands often progress to be dominated by the perennial grasses.  The lack of diversity often diminishes the quality of wildlife habitat.  In order to recreate the diversity of the original planting, manipulation of the existing stand is often needed.  Increasing species diversity in monotypic grass stands require suppression of the grasses and possibly interseeding with forbs/legumes.  See NRCS Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (Conservation Practice Code 647) Job sheets 647A or 647B.     


I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


_____________________________________________                           ________________________________
Planner Signature	                                                                               Date

Note:   All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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Nitrogen(N) 0

Phosphorus(P205) 0

Potassium(K20) 0

Lime (Tons/acre) 0
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		Species		Rate per Acre PLS lbs./ac		Acres		Total Quantity Needed

		 						0

		 						0

								0

								0

								0

								0

								0

								0

								0

								0

								0

		Companion Crop						0

		Oats						0

		Amendments						0

		Nitrogen(N)						0

		Phosphorus(P205)						0

		Potassium(K20)						0

		Lime (Tons/acre)						0








image1.png
USIDA

=
Unified Staties Department of Agriculture




