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DEFINITION
Any nesting box, nesting platform, nesting basket, bat house, shelf, culvert, cylinder or other structure provided for use by wildlife including songbirds, woodpeckers, waterfowl, raptors, squirrels and bats for nesting and roosting.
PURPOSE
Nesting structures are generally designed to meet the nesting requirements of certain wildlife species, they may also be used by non-target animals and provide roosting and winter cover for a variety of birds and mammals. While artificial nesting structures cannot replace natural nesting habitats, they can increase the number of nesting sites available in an area. Nesting structures often fill a temporary need for suitable nests until the habitat can provide sufficient natural sites.Solutia, Inc.

Basic Nest Box Characteristics*

· Should be made of wood; cedar (preferred, most weather-resistant), cypress, redwood, or pine.
· Box should open from the side or top for maintenance and cleaning.
· Sides of nest box should enclose the floorboard (recessed 1/4 inch) to prevent rain seepage
· Nails, woodscrews, and hinges should be rust-proof.
· Entrance hole dimensions should accommodate the desired bird species; hole should not large enough to allow competitors and predators access.
· A double thick entrance and extended roof to deter predators like squirrels and raccoons.
· Ventilation holes or slits at the top of both sides, just beneath the roof of the box.
· Drainage holes (four or five) drilled into the bottom of the nest box to allow for drainage.
· Songbird nest box should not have a perch, which increase predator access; native songbirds do not use perches.
· Nest box should not be treated with green-preservative— it is poisonous to birds.
· Nest box should not be painted on the inside or painted bright, unnatural colors on the outside (may attract predators or exotic species).


Waterfowl Nest Boxes*
Nest boxes for waterfowl should be placed in wooded areas close to or directly over water. Wood ducks, mergansers, buffleheads, and goldeneyes are tolerant of other nearby nesting species. Some waterfowl species exhibit a brood parasitism behavior known as dump nesting. Dump nesting occurs when a hen observes another female entering and exiting a nest box and is stimulated to lay her eggs in that nest. This behavior increases when several nest boxes are erected close to each other in highly visible areas. Studies show that hatching success decreases in areas with excessive dump nesting. It may be necessary to put a few nest boxes out in the open initially to attract nesting waterfowl. The nest boxes should be moved to more secluded spots along wooded edges close to water the season after nesting is observed. Once a female has successfully nested in a box, she is likely to return in following years.

Cavity-nesting waterfowl do not bring nesting materials to the nest. They use bark, decayed wood fibers, and other debris found in natural cavities and line the nest with down. Therefore, a 3- or 4-inch layer of coarse saw dust or wood chips should be added to boxes as nest building material.

*From NRCS Fish and Wildlife Habitat Management Leaflet No. 20
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	Client
	[bookmark: _GoBack]     
	County
	     
	Date
	     

	Farm No.
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No.
	     
	Planned Date
	     
	Date Installed
	     



	Purpose: To provide structures, in proper amounts, locations and seasons to enhance or sustain non-domesticated wildlife.

	Habitat inventory/Deficient habitat:      

	Species to be benefited:       
	Type of boxes/structures:      

	Distance between boxes/structures:      
	Location of boxes/structures:      

	Height of boxes/structures above ground/water:      
	Number of boxes/structures:      

	[bookmark: Check1]Box/Structure Design: See Attached Design from:    |_|  NRCS Fish and Wildlife Management Leaflet #20 
                                                                                   |_|  IDNR Wood Projects for Illinois Wildlife

	Construction material:      
	Predator guard:      

	Support required:      
	Other:      



	Monitoring (Operation) and Maintenance

	Monitor condition and use: Throughout nesting season. Track use and nest success.      
Repair and remove old nesting materials and debris: Before and after nesting season.      
Remove undesirable species: During nesting season.      
Relocate box/structure if needed to enhance use: Before or after nesting season if necessary.      
Remove abandoned box/structures if detrimental to target species.      

	
Additional Recommendations

	     








   See attached specifications or design for box/structure to be used. 
   See attached map for placement locations of box/structures.
	I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


_________________________________________________           ____________________________________
Planner Signature	                                                                      Date


	Note: Make pen and ink changes to any specifications that were changed during implementation and attach supporting documentation (e.g. design, habitat evaluation, bills, photos, etc.) to the Job Sheet. All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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