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DEFINITION
A structure or feature added to livestock watering tanks and troughs that allow bats, birds, mammals and other wildlife to escape by crawling up and out of the tank or trough.
PURPOSE
Birds, bats and other small mammals often use livestock water troughs to drink and bath. However, most livestock water troughs were not designed or installed with wildlife in mind, and they seldom include a means of escape for animals that fall in while attempting to use the water. Escape is especially difficult when water levels fall significantly below the trough rim, leaving a sheer wall the animal must scale. This has resulted in the accidental drowning of countless numbers of wildlife. Installing effective wildlife escape ramps allows the downed animal to crawl up the side of the tank and escape.
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GUIDELINES FOR WILDLIFE ESCAPE RAMPS FOR TANKS AND TROUGHS

· Made of long-lasting materials, such as painted or coated metal grating or expanded metal, roughened fiberglass, concrete, rock and mortar or high strength plastic composites that animals can grip.
· Meet the inside wall of the tank or trough.
· Reach to the bottom of the trough or tank so it will be effective even if the water levels drop.
· Be firmly secured to the trough rim.
· Have a slope no steeper than 45 degrees 
· Be located to cause minimal interference with livestock 
· Provide one escape ramp for every 30 linear feet of rim.

DESIGNS FOR ESCAPE RAMPS FOR TANKS AND TROUGHS
Escape ramps that meet the above guidelines can be purchased from commercial suppliers or made from common materials using existing designs adapted to the size and type of tank where the ramp will be installed.
Use Illinois NRCS Watering Facility Wildlife Escape Ramp Standard Drawing IL-ENG-879 for specifications and design.
Additional information and construction designs may be found at “Water for Wildlife - A Handbook for Ranchers and Range Managers”, Bat Conservation International, www.batcon.org .
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	Client
	[bookmark: _GoBack]     
	County
	     
	Date
	     

	Farm No.
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No.
	     
	Planned Date
	     
	Date Installed
	     



	Purpose: To provide structures, in proper amounts, locations and seasons to modify existing structures that pose a hazard to wildlife

	Wildlife Species in need of protection from hazard:      

	Type of Escape Ramps:      

	Height of ramps (depth of tanks):      

	Number of ramps required:      

	Design:      




	Operation and Maintenance

	Monitor condition frequently to ensure that the structure remains in place and attached to the tank/trough.      
Repair as needed to ensure its continued function.       

Replace when the material begins to deteriorate.        
     

	
Additional Recommendations

	     









I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


__________________________________________________               ________________________________
Planner Signature	                                                                               Date

Note: Make pen and ink changes to any specifications that were changed during implementation and attach supporting documentation (e.g. bills, design, photos, etc.) to the Job Sheet. All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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