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	USDA – NRCS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
   Helping People Help the Land
DEFINITION
Increase fence visibility by adding markers to reduce wildlife fence collisions and mortality rates.
PURPOSE
Prairie chickens and other birds such as owls and some waterfowl can have high local mortality rates due to collisions with fences. Making a fence more visible has been shown to significantly reduce bird fence collisions. 
SPECIFICATIONS
A fence after the markers have been applied will:
· Have increased visibility
· Not have significantly increased weight or wind resistance
· Have markers that are not harmful to livestock
· Have markers that are made of durable material that will last the for the practice life
DESIGN
An economical and efficient method to mark wire fences has been developed by the George Miksch Sutton Avian Research Center by using vinyl siding undersill strips.
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The vinyl undersill material can be cut in 3 inches strips and quickly snapped onto a wire fence. Instructions for cutting the markers from the vinyl material and installing them on a fence can be obtained at: http://www.suttoncenter.org . 
For a typical 5-wire barbed wire fence, place markers every 4 feet on the top and third wire down. Between 2000 and 2200 markers are used per mile of fence. 
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Diagram from Sutton Avian Research Center


Fence Marking - Specifications Sheet	

	Client
	     
	County
	     
	Date
	     

	Farm No.
	     
	Tract No.
	     
	Field No.
	     
	Planned Date
	     
	Date Installed
	     



	Purpose: To provide structures, in proper amounts, locations and seasons to modify existing structures that pose a hazard to wildlife

	Wildlife Species in need of protection from hazard:      

	Type of Markers:       
	Length of fence to be treated:      

	Number of markers required:      
	Approximant marker spacing:      



	Operation and Maintenance: Monitor markers and replace any that are missing.      

	
Additional Recommendations

	     






















I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


_________________________________________________           ____________________________________
Planner Signature	                                                                      Date
Note: Make pen and ink changes to any specifications that were changed during implementation and attach supporting documentation (e.g. design, habitat evaluation, bills, photos, etc.) to the Job Sheet. All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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