Section II IL FOTG
Threatened and Endangered Species
IDNR Ecological Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCAT) Instructions for NRCS Field Offices

EcoCAT is a tool that state agencies and local units of government use to fulfill their obligations under the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act and the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act. State agencies must also comply with the Interagency Wetland Policy Act when there is state funding or technical assistance for projects. EcoCAT can also be useful to agencies like the NRCS that usually are not required to comply with the above State Legislation but do need a tool to avoid natural resource conflicts and comply with NEPA and other Federal Legislation.  Therefore, NRCS will use EcoCAT for the purpose of obtaining information about possible resource conflicts without initiating consultation with IDNR.

Instructions:

1. Go to the EcoCAT website: http://dnr.illinois.gov/ecopublic/
2. Read the instructions for first time users.
3. Click on “Next” at bottom of page.
4. Q1 – Why are you submitting the project to EcoCAT?
Answer: To obtain information on Illinois T&E species or INAI sites for federal agency actions (including NEPA compliance).
5. Please select the Federal agency from the list provided?
Answer: U.S. Department of Agriculture
6. Applicant Informant.
Answer: Federal Agency
7. Applicant and Contact Information:  Enter local NRCS field office name, address and information.
8. Contact Information: Enter your name and information.
9. Project Information: Enter Tract Number or other identifier for “Project Name” but not landowner or tenant name. Enter conservation practice name for project description. Enter township and county for address. Enter nearest town for City.
10. Project Location Information: Enter county, section, township, range and meridian. Then click on “Go to map”.
11. Map of requested section appears with instructions at left. Follow instructions and submit project.
12. EcoCAT Results Report will be generated with map of selected area and E&T species and Natural Areas in the vicinity of the project area will be listed under Review Results section of the report.
13. Click on the save icon at the top of the page to generate a pdf file.
14. [bookmark: _GoBack]Save the pdf file in an appropriate place (toolkit case file) and print a hard copy.
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