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Illinois NRCS Environmental Reviews for Endangered and Threatened Species, Bald and Golden Eagles and Natural Areas

The NRCS Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) requires evaluations for the special resource concerns of Endangered and Threatened (E&T) Species, Bald and Golden Eagles and Natural Areas. The District Conservationist (DC) will use the following procedure to evaluate project effects on Endangered and Threatened (E&T) Species, Bald and Golden Eagles and Natural Areas.

For conservation practices that will be applied only on cropland (areas annually planted to crops but are not farmed wetlands or sink holes) or in developed areas (headquarters area, roads, parking lots, buildings), further investigation is not needed if NRCS Bald Eagle Habitat Conservation Guidelines for Illinois are followed. Cropland (excluding farmed wetlands) and developed areas are not suitable habitat for Illinois’ endangered and threatened species. Therefore, practices only affecting cropland (excluding farmed wetlands) will have no affect on endangered and threatened species. Applying conservation practices that protect water quality and conserve the soil resource, to cropland and developed areas will not affect offsite E&T species or Natural Areas if the practices are applied according to practice standards and NRCS Bald Eagle Habitat Conservation Guidelines for Illinois are followed.

For all planned practices where the implementation or application of any practice will affect any farmed wetland, sink hole, non-cropland (including pastureland) or non-developed area, the action must be evaluated to determine if any listed Federal or State E&T species or Natural Areas will be affected. Evaluation is needed even for small non-cropped areas associated with a cropfield, such as tile outlets in wooded draws, uncropped riparian areas and stream banks.

For federally listed species, check the USFWS website http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/sppranges/illinois-cty.html to determine the federally listed endangered and threatened species found in the county. Review the notes in the USFWS County List for “Habitat” and requirements for suitable habitat for the species found in species information pages on the USFWS website. From the available information, determine if planned practices may impact any suitable habitat for species listed in the county. If the action area for the project does not impact suitable habitat for the listed species, conclude that there will be "No Effect” because the species and critical habitat are not present. Document your findings on the CPA-52 Environmental Evaluation. If suitable habitat is present in the action area for a listed plant species,  request a specialist (Area Biologist or local botanist) with botanical knowledge of the species to make an on-site investigation and query databases of known species occurrences in the area, to determine if the species "may be present" in the action area.  For county listed species other than plants for which there is suitable habitat in the action area, assume that the species may be present.  

In cases where a Federally Listed Species may be present in the action area (other than the Indiana and gray bats) and may be affected (either positively or negatively), forward the Illinois NRCS E&T Review form, USFWS County Species List, EcoCAT report and signed Authorization for NRCS Release of Conservation Plan File Information for Endangered Species Act Consultation to the State Biologist, through the Area E&T Coordinator, for informal consultation with the USFWS.

The Indiana bat is a federally listed species that may be found in all Illinois counties. Therefore, actions that may impact Indiana bat habitat must always be evaluated in Illinois. To identify potential habitat for the Indiana and gray bats and actions that may affect the species, see NRCS Indiana Bat and Gray Bat Conservation Guidelines in Illinois.  

To evaluate State listed species and natural areas, follow instructions for querying the EcoCAT database for the occurrence of State Listed Species in the vicinity of the action area. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]In cases where only a State Listed Species may be affected, forward the Illinois NRCS E&T Review and EcoCAT report to the Area E&T Coordinator for review. 

In cases where a state natural area (Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INIA) site, Land and Water Reserve or Nature Preserve) is listed on the EcoCAT report determine if the project area is within or adjacent to the listed site. If the action area is within or adjacent to the listed site, or if you are unable to determine the location of the listed site, send the Illinois NRCS E&T Review form and EcoCAT report to the Area E&T Coordinator for review.  If the project area is not within or adjacent to the listed natural area document the practice as having “no affect” on the natural area.

The Area E&T Coordinator will review Illinois NRCS E&T Review forms by reviewing the location and possible resource conflicts documented in the IDNR Detailed Impact Review Tool (DIRT). The Area E&T Coordinator will evaluate the resources found in DIRT and the potential effects that the proposed project or planned practice will have on the identified resources. The Area E&T Coordinator will return the completed review form to the DC. The review will identify possible impacts the practice will have on the resources and methods to avoid negative impacts along with methods to enhance beneficial effects.  Maps and resource tables generated by DIRT will not be included in the review report returned to the DC. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The DC will use the Illinois NRCS E&T Review report to revise project alternatives and document the E&T and Natural Areas evaluations on the CPA-52.  The E&T Review report will remain with the CPA-52 in the case file, or electronic equivalent.
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