[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
	



Natural Resources Conservation Service
Contour Buffer Strips
Illinois Conservation Practice Job Sheet 332
 
	[bookmark: Text1]Landowner/Operator: 
            
	Farm #: 
[bookmark: Text2]           
	[bookmark: Text3]Tract #:      
	Date:
      

	Fields:             

	Purposes (check all that apply)  

	 ☐  Reduce sheet and rill erosion: 
	 ☐  Improve soil moisture 
        management through 
        increased infiltration      
	 ☐  Reduce transport water 
        quality degradation 
        from the transport of    
        nutrients 

	 ☐  Reduce water quality degradation from the 
        transport of sediment and other waterborne 
        pollutants  
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Photo courtesy of USDA NRCS.


What are contour buffer strips? 

Narrow strips of permanent, herbaceous vegetative cover established around the hill slope, and alternated down the slope with wider cropped strips that are farmed on the contour.
Maintaining the practice 

Mow buffer strips to maintain appropriate vegetative density and height for trapping sediment. Fertilize buffer strips according to soil test results. Spot seed or renovate buffer strip areas damaged by herbicides, equipment, or unusual rainfall events. Redistribute sediment accumulations as needed to maintain uniform sheet flow along the crop-strip boundary.
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	Site Preparation

	Prepare a firm seedbed. Apply lime and fertilizer as indicated by soil testing. Additional requirements:       




	Planting Methods

	Drill grass and legume seed       inches deep uniformly over area. Establish vegetation according to the specified seeding rate. If necessary, mulch newly seeded area with       tons per acre of mulch material. A small grain crop may be needed as a companion crop at the rate of       pounds per acre (clip or harvest before it heads out). Additional requirements:


	Operation and Maintenance

	Maintain original width and length of contour buffer strips. Harvest, mow, reseed, and fertilize as necessary to maintain plant density and vigorous plant growth. Inspect after major storms, remove trapped sediment, and repair eroding areas. Shut off pesticide sprayers when turning on a buffer strip. Additional requirements:      


If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.
Scale 1"=       ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")
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I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


     ________________________________________               ______________________________
Planner Signature	                                                                  Date

Note: Make pen and ink changes to any specifications that were changed during implementation and attach supporting documentation (e.g. photos, RUSLE2 runs, etc.) to the Job Sheet. All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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Species

Rate per Acre PLS 

lbs./ac

Acres

Total Quantity 
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0

Companion Crop

0

Oats 0

Wheat or Cereal Rye 0

Amendments

0

Nitrogen (N) 0

Phosphorus (P205) 0

Potassium (K20) 0

Lime (Tons/acre) 0
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