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Illinois Conservation Practice Job Sheet 386

DEFINITION
A field border is a band of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the perimeter of a field.

PURPOSE
Field border strips are established to control erosion at field edges, filter pollutants in runoff, provide stable areas for turning and parking farm machinery, and provide wildlife habitat.
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Conservation Systems

Field borders are normally established as part of a conservation plan.  Field borders are often used in conjunction with contour farming, contour strip cropping systems and contour buffer strips.  Field borders are also placed in field areas to eliminate the need to plant end rows or headlands in uphill/downhill directions.  Field border strips provide a stable area for turning farm machinery and parking implements such as grain carts.  The vegetation can be used for hay.  Field borders can enhance wildlife.  Benefits to wildlife depend on species used and management.  Maximum benefits for wildlife depend on increased widths and delayed mowing during reproductive periods.




Field Border – Specification Sheet



	Landowner/Client
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Farm Number
	[bookmark: Text2]     
	Tract Numbers
	[bookmark: Text3]     
	Field Numbers
	[bookmark: Text4]     



	Purpose (Check all that apply)

	☐
	Reduce erosion
	☐
	Increase carbon storage

	☐
	Protect soil and water quality
	☐
	Improve air quality

	☐
	Provide wildlife food and cover and pollinator habitat
	☐
	Other (Specify)




	
	Field Border 1
	Field Border 2
	Field Border 3

	Field Border Width 
	      (ft)
	      (ft)
	      (ft)

	Border length on edge of field 
	      (ft)
	      (ft)
	      (ft)

	Area 
	      (ac)
	      (ac)
	      (ac)



[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Site Preparation

	Apply required lime and fertilizer and incorporate at least 3 inches.  Firm seedbed prior to seeding. 

	Planting Methods

	Drill grass and legume seed       inches deep.  Seed may be broadcast.  Sites must be firmed with a roller before and after broadcast seeding is complete.

	Seeding Date(s)      

	Maintenance

	Maintain original dimensions of the border strip.  Harvest, mow, reseed, and fertilize to maintain plant density and vigor, and remove excess plant nutrients.  Shut off booms on pesticide sprayers when turning on the strip.



	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     



All seed shall be of high quality and comply with Illinois Seed and Weed Laws and originate from the United States or Canada.

Seed rates are based on Pure Live Seed (PLS) per acre.  Pure Live Seed will be calculated using the following formula:

PLS = (% germination + % dormant seed) X % purity
100

Germination tests are required for all warm and cool season grasses and legumes (excluding companion crops). Germination tests may not be older than 12 months at time of seeding excluding the month of testing. 

Legumes not pre-inoculated will be inoculated within 24 hours of seeding.

Pre-inoculated seed must be seeded within 60 days of inoculation unless coated.  Coated pre-inoculated seed must be seeded within 12 months of inoculation. In no cases shall inoculum be used after the inoculum expiration date including inoculum that is included with the seed as a pre-treatment.

I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


_____________________________________________          ________________________________________
Planner Signature	                                                                     Date

Note: Make pen and ink changes to any specifications that were changed during implementation and attach supporting documentation (e.g. bills, seed tags, photos, etc.) to the Job Sheet. All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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Species

Rate per Acre 

PLS lbs./ac

Acres

Total Quantity 

Needed

Amount  

Seeded/Applied 

 

   

Companion Crop

Oats

Wheat or Cereal Rye

Amendments

Nitrogen(N)

Phosphorus(P205)

Potassium(K20)

Lime (Tons/acre)
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		Species		Rate per Acre PLS lbs./ac		Acres		Total Quantity Needed		Amount  Seeded/Applied 

						 		

		 				 		

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

								

		Companion Crop						

		Oats						

		Wheat or Cereal Rye						

		Amendments						

		Nitrogen(N)						

		Phosphorus(P205)						

		Potassium(K20)						

		Lime (Tons/acre)						
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