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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
DRY HYDRANT
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your dry hydrant functioning as intended:

· Keep the site clear of obstruction and mow the dry hydrant access area regularly to maintain ready access for emergency use.  When feasible, schedule mowing to take place outside of the primary nesting season for grass-nesting birds.
· Pumper test the dry hydrant annually at the maximum designed flow rate to verify site usability.  Back flush the system before testing.

· Inspect the hydrant each spring and fall, and back flush if necessary to remove silt or sediment debris that may have accumulated on the screen.  Regularly clear the intake screen of excess aquatic growth that may limit full operation of the dry hydrant. 

· Protect hydrant from damage by farm equipment, vehicles, and livestock.

· Check for leaks and improper operation.  Repair any damage as soon as possible after being noted.

· Repair any eroded areas that are hazardous to the buried pipe.  Reestablish vegetative cover immediately where erosion has occurred.

· Mark pipe locations in areas where potential damage could occur by other activities.

Additional Details:
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