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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION SYSTEM, SPRINKLER
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your irrigation system functioning as intended:

· Operate the system only when needed to furnish water for plant growth.  Schedule timing and amount of irrigation according to your Irrigation Water Management Plan, based on the measurement or estimation of soil moisture, and the measurement or prediction of evapotranspiration of the crop(s).  
· Operate the irrigation system according to manufacturer’s recommendations.  Use the percent timer setting corresponding to the precipitation depth scheduled. See operation chart provided by irrigation dealer or system designer.  
· Do not exceed the maximum allowable application rate for the soil, as determined in your Irrigation Water Management Plan: _____________ inches per hour.

· The irrigation system shall be operated at the design flow of _________gallons per minute and design pressure of _________pounds per square inch. 

· Monitor field application areas to ensure that any runoff from irrigation water is minimized.  Contact your local NRCS field office for assistance with erosion control as needed.
· Periodically check nozzles and spray heads for proper operation and wear.  Remove debris and sediment as necessary to assure proper operation of the nozzles.
· Inspect and test all pipeline and pumping plant components and appurtenances, as applicable.  Regularly test pressures and flow rates to assure proper operation.

· Perform routine maintenance of all mechanical components in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

· Prior to retrofitting any electrically powered irrigation equipment, electrical service must be disconnected and the absence of stray electrical current verified.

· Drain and/or provide for cold weather operation of the system.

· Protect system from damage by farm equipment, vehicles and livestock. 

· Maintain records of:

· crop type and location for each crop irrigated
· source of the water used
· date and amount of each irrigation water application
· system inspections and repairs that influence uniformity and leaks

· calibration of fertigation and chemigation equipment, if used

· results of sprinkler system uniformity evaluations
Additional Details:

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________​___________________________
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