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Stormwater Runoff 
Control 

Rain Gardens 
ILLINOIS JOB SHEET - 570           APRIL 2013 
 
Landowner Information 
Landowner: County: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Designed By: Approved By: 
Date: Date: 
 
Planning/Design Criteria (Refer to CPS 570 for a complete list of criteria and considerations) 
 
  Rain garden will  dewater within 48 hours, 24 hours 
preferred  Inlet Condition      Stable    Unstable 

  Drainage area < 2 acres; impermeable d.a. < 1 ac. Outlet Condition   Stable    Unstable 
  Water flows or is redirected toward rain garden   Outflow not directed toward building foundations 
  Distance to structures > 10’ (30-40’ preferred)   Upstream areas stabilized prior to construction 
  Rain garden is down slope from building foundations 
and >10’ from buildings and utilities    Proposed vegetation is non-invasive 

  Distance to well heads and septic systems >25’   Adequate growing medium for vegetation 
  Not constructed in karst topography   No continuous flow of water to garden 
  Not located where soil could become unstable when 
saturated   Garden will drain completely between storm events 

  Minimum of 2’, preferably 3’,  between bottom of rain 
garden or underdrain invert to high water table or 
fractured bedrock 

  Plant materials selected are adapted to the region 
and site conditions 

 
Layout & Construction 
 
Area of rain garden (sq.ft.):  
Length:  Width:  
Depth:   
Interior garden side slopes (min. 3:1):  
  
Soils                         
   Use soil in place 
   Amend soil with _____ inches of compost             Incorporate amendment to a depth of _____ inches     
   Replace soil with _____ inches of soil mix specified in Notes below (scarify native soil before placing specified 

soil)     
Underdrain:                                        Yes             No 

If yes, describe using Notes, Details, and Plan View 
along with additional engineering drawings as needed. 
  

Pretreatment :                                    Yes             No 
Inlet protection required:                    Yes             No 
Outlet protection required:                 Yes             No                                      
Notes:   
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If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices 
and measures, and additional specifications may be included. 
 
Scale 1"=       ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2") 
 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
Additional Specifications and Notes 
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Rain Garden Design 
 
   Option A 

 
 

   Option B 

          
   Option C (See attached construction plans) 
  

Ponding Depth 

Mulch Layer 

Ponding Depth 

Mulch Layer 

Amended or 
Specified Soil  

Native Soil 

Native Soil Amended or 
Specified Soil  
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  Details  
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Plant Materials Information For NRCS Check Out – confirm or note alterations in this table between design 
specifications and actual establishment of materials and layout. 
Species/Cultivar2 Kind of 

stock1 
 

Size Spacing Total number  
of plants 

Symbol 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
1 POtted, PLug, COntainer, BAreroot, Balled & Burlapped, Seeding 
2 For a list of possible plant materials refer to CPS 570 - Rain Garden Plant List located in Illinois EFOTG – Section IV 
 

Temporary Storage of Vegetation 
Avoid purchasing plant materials too far ahead of planting.  If temporary storage is necessary keep planting stock in 
a cool environment and water regularly.  Do not allow plant materials to dry out in containers or plugs.  Insure 
adequate exposure to sunlight while protecting from direct sunlight and wind.  
Site Preparation  
Remove debris and control competing vegetation prior to planting.  If amending soil or installing specified soil mix 
install as directed.  Avoid compaction of soils during construction including compaction from foot traffic.  In situations 
where compaction has occurred, break up impermeable layer before planting.  Excavator buckets and vibrating 
plate-style compactors must not be used to induce settling. 
Planting Vegetation 
Plant container and balled and burlapped vegetation so that the existing soil depth of the container or balled and 
burlapped vegetation is at or slightly above ground level.  Plant plugs so the natural soil just covers the top of the 
plug to prevent drying out of the planting medium.  Spread shredded hardwood mulch or equivalent non-floatable 
mulch evenly to a maximum depth of 3 inches.  Do not cover new plantings with mulch.  Ensure clearance around 
newly planted vegetation to facilitate watering and air exchange.  Use of fertilizer is not recommended. 
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NRCS Check Out 
Location (as specified)                           Yes  No  Rain garden dewaters within 48 hours       Yes  No  
Area                                                  (Design ____ sq.ft.)   Pretreatment (as specified)                        Yes  No  
Depth                                                 (Design ____ ft.)  Underdrain (as specified)                           Yes  No  
Garden side slopes                           (Design   ___:___) Inlet Protection (as specified)                     Yes  No  
Soils or soil amendments (as specified)                                                                                                                                     
                                                               Yes   No  Outlet Protection (as specified)                  Yes  No  

Vegetation layout (as specified)             Yes  No   
  
Vegetation - Document species and layout of materials in Plant Materials Information section:  
(Note any alterations between design specifications and installation.)  

 
This practice meets or exceeds USDA/NRCS specifications:    Print Name:        

Signature: ________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 
 


