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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
STREAM CROSSING  

Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your stream crossing functioning as intended:

· Inspect after significant storm events, after ice flow, and at least twice a year to identify repair and maintenance needs.

· Periodically inspect for seepage through the stream banks in the vicinity of the crossing.  If bank seepage is observed, notify the NRCS immediately.
· Maintain the ramp surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or reshaping to maintain the design grade and dimensions.  Replace any coarse aggregate displaced from the ramp surface.
· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.  Repair any damage and take appropriate corrective actions to prevent further damage.

· Remove any debris that accumulates at the stream crossing, in any associated fencing, and immediately upstream or downstream from the crossing.
· Promptly repair and re-vegetate bare spots and eroded areas adjacent to the crossing and associated diversion berm, if applicable.  Apply fertilizer and lime as appropriate to maintain vigorous vegetation.

· Promptly repair or replace damaged or broken fencing.
· Use the stream crossing only for the entities for which the stream crossing was designed.  Do not cross the stream during high flow events that may jeopardize safety.
· Keep machinery away from steep side slopes.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards.

· When the crossing is used by livestock, clear vegetation that may shade the crossing to prevent livestock from loitering in the stream channel.

· Follow your grazing plan, where applicable.
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