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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
TERRACE
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your terrace system functioning as intended:

· Inspect terrace system periodically, especially immediately following runoff events, to identify maintenance needs.

· Promptly repair or replace damaged components, as necessary.

· Maintain design terrace ridge height and outlet elevations, including filling any settling of underground outlet tile trenches or filling any damage caused by burrowing animals.

· Remove sediment that has accumulated in the terrace to maintain storage capacity and a positive channel grade.

· Inlets for underground outlets must be kept clean and clear of trash.  Redistribute any sediment buildup so that the inlet remains the lowest elevation in the storage area.
· The inlets in your underground outlet system may be designed to include orifice plates.  The purpose of these orifice plates is to prevent overload of the underground outlet system.  Make sure that these orifice plates remain in place as designed, and keep them clear of any trash or rodent activity.
· Inlets for underground outlets damaged or cut off by farm machinery must be replaced or repaired immediately.

· Where vegetation is specified, maintain a vigorous stand and control trees and brush by chemical or mechanical means.

· Keep machinery away from steep side sloped terraces.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards. 
Additional Details:
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