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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
WASTE TRANSFER – AGITATOR / PUMP
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your waste transfer system functioning as intended:
· Follow all operation and maintenance instructions provided by the manufacturer.
· Operate the agitator/pump at or below the specified maximum power rating for the system.
· Liquid or slurry material shall be adequately agitated prior to transfer for the purpose of land application both on and off the farm.    
· Use extreme care should be taken when using agitation and sludge removal equipment on earthen lined storages.  Sludge barges and other sludge removal equipment should be used by trained professionals with appropriate knowledge of side slope and depth to the earthen liner.  If the liner of the waste storage pond is damaged, make repairs immediately.
· Manure agitation can produce toxic gases in buildings built above the pit. Toxic gases can also emanate in buildings situated by the pit and/or connected to the pit by an evacuation line.  For agitation in an enclosed storage pit, turn off all potential sources of ignition, provide adequate ventilation, and ensure all people are out of the building.
· Do not enter into a manure pit at any time.
· Make sure that no person is in close proximity to any moving parts before engaging the drive.
· Drain and/or provide for cold weather operation of the system.
· Follow your Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) for scheduling and amount of land application of waste material. 
· Minimize flies and other insects and odors during the transfer of material.
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