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VEGETATED TREATMENT AREA
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your vegetated treatment area (VTA) functioning as intended:
· Inspect and repair treatment areas after storm events or equipment damage to fill in gullies, remove flow-disrupting sediment accumulation, re-seed disturbed areas, and take other measures to prevent concentrated flow.
· Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds, and other pests that could inhibit proper functioning of the VTA.  Avoid damaging the VTA with herbicides.
· Remove solids that accumulate in the settling facilities after each runoff event or when 2 to 4 inches accumulate.  Remove solids from the effluent transport system regularly.  Store solids in a separate stacking facility.
· Scrape feedlots regularly and store solid waste in a separate stacking facility to reduce the load of solids onto the VTA.
· Harvest vegetation when the forage is at the proper state of maturity for maximum quality.  Do not harvest after September 15 of each year.
· Protect the VTA from damage by farm equipment, traffic and livestock.  Livestock must be fenced out of the VTA.
· Soil test VTA as recommended.  Apply supplemental nutrients and soil amendments as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density of herbaceous vegetation.  Ensure that phosphorus is not accumulating in the soil profile.
· Maintain or restore the treatment area as necessary by periodically grading when deposition jeopardizes its function, and then reestablishing to herbaceous vegetation.
· Inspect the distribution manifold and effluent transport pipes regularly.  Relevel the distribution manifold each spring and restore transport pipes to design slope.
· Routinely de-thatch and/or aerate treatment areas used for treating runoff from livestock holding areas in order to promote infiltration.
· Conduct maintenance activities only when the surface layer of the VTA is dry enough to minimize compaction.
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