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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
WATER AND SEDIMENT CONTROL BASIN
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your water and sediment control basin system functioning as intended:

· Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.  Promptly repair or replace damaged components.

· Avoid damage to riser inlets by farm equipment.  Mark risers so they are visible to prevent damage by equipment.

· Water and sediment control basin (WASCOB) ridges, especially those with steep backslopes, are potentially hazardous. All farming and maintenance operations should be executed with caution to reduce the chance of damage to machinery and injury to the operator.

· Remove accumulated sediment in the channel periodically and place on the ridge. Repair any erosion that occurs in channel.  Make sure that the inlet is located at the lowest spot in the basin.

· Check frequently for burrowing animals.  When found, remove the burrowing animals, replace embankment materials and reseed.

· Remove debris and trash accumulated around riser inlets that might impair water flow.  Redistribute any sediment buildup so that the inlet remains the lowest elevation in the storage area.
· The riser inlet in your WASCOB system may be designed in include orifice plates.  The purpose of these orifice plates is to prevent overload of the underground outlet system.  Make sure that these orifice plates remain in place as designed, and keep them clear of any trash or rodent activity.
· Repair any settlement or piping along drain tubing promptly.

· Remove trash from the outlet and maintain animal guard.

· Regularly mow and fertilize desired vegetation.  Time the first mowing for after nesting birds have hatched (about August 15).  Remove excess top growth.   Remove risers when burning warm season grasses.

· Control tree and bush growth by hand cutting, mowing, or chemicals.  Avoid damaging grass with herbicide sprays.

· Maintain proper width, depth and shape of vegetated emergency spillways.  Fill and seed any rills that occur. 
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