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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ILLINOIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
WATER WELL
Follow the operation and maintenance plan below to keep your water well functioning as intended:

· Inspect at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.

· Visually inspect the exposed parts of the well.  Confirm there are no cracks or damage to the well casing or well cap, and ensure the well cap fits tightly.
· Test at least annually to make sure that the pump is delivering the proper amount of water.  Look for declines in discharge, static level, maximum pumping level (and pressure, for artesian wells) that are outside of acceptable limits for the well design.

· Test water quality at least annually to ensure safety for livestock consumption.  Look for changes in water quality including odor, color, taste and chemistry.  At minimum, check for concentrations of nitrites, sulfates, total dissolved solids, salinity, bacteria, pH, and pesticide residue.  Water quality standards for livestock may be found in the NRCS National Range and Pasture Handbook.

· Test at least annually for appearance of sediment that may damage the well, pump, or appurtenances.  For screen wells that have blank casing installed at the bottom, periodically bail or flush the well to remove excessive, accumulated sediment.
· Keep a copy of the well construction record, and a log of any maintenance or repair activities performed.  Include a statement of identified problems, corrective action taken, date, and specific capacity (yield per unit drawdown) of water well before and after corrective action was taken.
· Any maintenance activity done inside the well itself, such as pump replacement, screen replacement, acid or polyphosphate treatments, and disinfection, must be done by a licensed Water Well Contractor or licensed Water Well Pump Installation Contractor.
· Keep the well cover securely in place.

· Protect the wellhead from being damaged by farm equipment, vehicles, or livestock.
· Ensure the area around the wellhead slopes away from the well and is kept free of debris.  Keep all surface water from flowing through or accumulating at the immediate vicinity of the well site.

· Repair any settlement or erosion that occurs around the wellhead and reseed as needed.
· Avoid mixing or storing hazardous chemicals, such as paint, fertilizer, pesticides, motor oil, gas, and other pollutants within 100 feet of the wellhead.

· Do not allow back siphoning to occur.  When mixing pesticides, fertilizers, or other chemicals, do not put the water hose in the tank or container.
Additional Details:
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