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Illinois active faults 

NEM Title 210, Part 501 Authorizations, Subpart A, Review and Approval, 501.8 Engineering Job 
Classification that utilizes controlling factors – 

Controlling factor:  Embankment over active fault – Class V, VI and VII 

Practice code Practice name -- pertinent to Illinois 

350  Sediment Basin 

410  Grade stabilization structure 

587  Structure for water control  

NEH Title 210, Part 631 Geology, Chapter 2, 631.0207 Investigation of potential seismic hazards 

(a) Fault rupture – Geologic investigations must document the existence or absence of faults 
classified as “Holocene-active” with evidence of fault rupture within the last 12,000 years or 
“conditionally active” with evidence of Quaternary fault rupture (<1.6my) but it’s displacement 
history within the past 35,000 years is unknown.  
 
Historic = recent 
Quaternary = recent geologic – Holocene/ Pleistocene ~ 12,000 years  
 Holocene – 10,000 years ago, time of last major ice age 
 Pliestocene – ended 11,700 years ago, started 2.6 million years ago 
 
Time scale of fault activity – per NEH Title 210, Part 631, Geology,  

Chapter 2, 631.0207, “Investigation of potential seismic hazards” 
(a) Fault rupture – classified as  

a. Holocene active, with evidence of fault rupture within the last 
12,000 years or  

b. “conditionally active” with evidence of Quaternary fault rupture less 
than 1.6 million years -- with displacement history within the past 
35,000 years unknown 
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