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Critical Area Planting
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NRCS ILLINOIS		       	March 2015
Definition
The establishment of permanent vegetation on sites that have or are expected to have high erosion rates, and on sites that have physical, chemical or biological conditions that prevent the establishment of vegetation with normal practices.

Purpose(s)

☐  Stabilize stream and channel banks, pond and other shorelines  
☐  Stabilize areas with existing or expected high rates of soil erosion by wind or water   
☐  Stabilize areas, such as sand dunes and riparian areas  

Conditions where practice applies
The practice applies to highly disturbed areas such as:
· active or abandoned mined lands;
· urban restoration sites;
· construction areas;
· conservation practice construction sites;
· areas needing stabilization before or after natural disasters such as floods, hurricanes, tornados and wildfires;
· eroded banks of natural channels, banks of newly constructed channels, and lake shorelines;
· other areas degraded by human activities or natural events.

Seedbed preparation and seeding
Incorporate required amendments to depth of 3 inches leaving a firm seedbed free of large clods, stones, and debris larger than 6 inches in diameter.  Seedbed must be firmed with a cultipacker/cultimulcher, harrow, or similar tool designed to break clods, level, and firm the seedbed.  Seedbeds are considered firm when footprints leave no more than a 1/2 inch deep depression.  Apply seed uniformly at a depth of 1/4-1/2 inch with a drill or cultipacker type seeder.  Broadcast methods are acceptable where the seed will be applied uniformly and covered 1/4-1/2 inch deep with a cultipacker/cultimulcher, harrow, or similar tool designed to break clods, level, and firm the seedbed.
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Seed, Lime, and Fertilizer (Specify rates per acre)



	Seeding Dates:
	August 1 – September 10



All seed shall be of high quality and comply with Illinois Seed and Weed Laws and originate from the United States or Canada.

Seed rates are based on Pure Live Seed (PLS) per acre.  Pure Live Seed will be calculated using the following formula:

PLS = (% germination + % dormant seed) X % purity
                                            100

Germination tests are required for all warm and cool season grasses and legumes (excluding companion crops). Germination tests may not be older than 12 months at time of seeding excluding the month of testing. 

Legumes not pre-inoculated will be inoculated within 24 hours of seeding.

Pre-inoculated seed must be seeded within 60 days of inoculation unless coated.  Coated pre-inoculated seed must be seeded within 12 months of inoculation. In no cases shall inoculum be used after the inoculum expiration date including inoculum that is included with the seed as a pre-treatment.
 

I certify that this practice, as implemented, meets NRCS standards and specifications.


_____________________________________________          ________________________________
Planner Signature	                                                          Date

Note: Make pen and ink changes to any specifications that were changed during implementation and attach supporting documentation (e.g. bills, seed tag data, photos, etc.) to the Job Sheet. All deliverables as shown in the statement of work are to be documented.
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Species Rate per Acre PLS lbs./ac Acres Total Quantity Needed Amount Applied

Companion Crop

Oats

Wheat or Cereal Rye

Amendments

Nitrogen(N)

Phosphorus(P205)

Potassium(K20)

Lime (Tons/acre)
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