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Procedures for Cultural Resource Consideration  

During NRCS Activities 
 
 
Step 1:   Determine if NRCS activity is an undertaking. 

 
NRCS activities that have adverse effects on historic properties (such as, if they alter the soil at the 
location of the historic site) are referred to as Undertakings.  Check list of conservation practices 
considered to be undertakings in General Manual Subpart B Appendices 401.40. 
 

Step 2:   Determine Area of Potential Effect. 
 

You must include all areas to be affected:  access and haul roads, borrow areas, areas where spoil 
will be deposited, view-shed of the landscape, as well as location of actual conservation 
practice/structure.  All of these areas are the “Area of Potential Effect” or APE. 
 

Step 3:   Determine if cultural resources are in APE. 
 

Send location of APE to Cultural Resource Specialist (CRS) to be checked against the Illinois 
state site files.  Send a Cultural Resources Review Form and a copy of the relevant part of the 
quadrangle map with the APE clearly marked. 

 
Check historic plat maps for buildings that may have stood in the APE in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

 
Check the cultural resources file in the field office to see if APE is near a historic property listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, or if a locally known site of importance is in or near 
the APE. 
 

Step 4:   Conduct field inspection for cultural resources. 
 

Early in project planning, walk over the APE looking for artifactual material or remains of historic 
buildings or earthen structures (such as, mounds or old roadbeds).  NRCS personnel should expect 
that a few of their projects will have cultural resources present, especially on uplands or terraces 
along broad floodplains.   

 
If cultural material is present in the APE, flag the location of the material to determine the site 
extent.  Leave flags in field.  Inform the CRS of the discovery of a cultural site. 
 

Step 5:  Avoid the cultural resource. 
 

With involvement of the CRS and landowner, redesign the conservation practice to maintain a 
distance of at least 50 feet away from the site, or if not possible, change to a conservation practice 
that will not have an adverse effect on the cultural resource. 

 
Most projects with cultural resources present in the APE will come to this conclusion.  However, 
if a cultural site cannot be avoided, proceed to Step 6. 
 

Step 6:   CRS will evaluate the significance of the site. 
 

In some situations the cultural resource may lay precisely where the conservation activity must 
occur.  The CRS, with the assistance of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and 
possibly other archaeologists, will determine if the site is “significant” and eligible for listing on 
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the National Register of Historic Places.  Consultation with the SHPO and possibly, federally-
recognized tribes, will be completed by the CRS. 

 
If the site is not significant, the conservation practice installation may proceed.  If the site is 
significant, the landowner must protect the site by either avoidance, selection of an alternative 
practice that doesn’t cause disturbance to the resource, or mitigate effects to the resource.  If the 
landowner does not want to change the conservation practice to protect the resource, NRCS may 
withdraw assistance.  Withdrawing assistance is a decision of the State Conservationist.   As a 
federal agency, NRCS-assisted projects may not have adverse effects to significant cultural 
resources. 

 
If the landowner chooses site mitigation, NRCS proceeds with Step 7. 
 

Step 7:   Mitigate the adverse effect of the cultural resource. 
 

Professional archaeologists or architects will be brought in to mitigate the historic property by 
either recording and removing a historic structure, or excavating and collecting data from an 
archaeological site before the conservation practice is installed.   

 
Most conservation assistance will not reach Step 7 because site mitigation costs can be substantial 
and are usually borne by the landowner.  Selected USDA programs have technical assistance 
money that can be used to fund archaeological and historical investigations. 
 
 
 

Procedures for Discovery During Construction Activities 
 

Step 1:   Stop work immediately and protect the cultural resource. 
 

If human bone or burial markers are found or are suspected to be present, or if artifacts or building 
foundations are uncovered, stop work, protect the site by covering with plastic sheeting, and call 
the CRS and your supervisor. 

 
If human bone is found, contact the CRS and your supervisor immediately and the county coroner 
within 48 hours. 

 
Steps 6 and 7 above repeated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cultural Resource Specialist in Illinois is: 
 
Sharron Santure Telephone: 309-671-7040, ext. 3 
USDA-NRCS FAX: 309-671-7325 
6715 N. Smith Road Email: Sharron.Santure@il.usda.gov
Edwards, Illinois  61528 

NRCS, Illinois 
March, 2008 

mailto:Sharron.Santure@il.usda.gov

	Step 2:   Determine Area of Potential Effect. 
	Procedures for Discovery During Construction Activities 


