[image: C:\Users\bryon.kirwan\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\USDA color.tif] United States Department of Agriculture		



Cover crops continue to gain attention and questions are increasingly moving to understanding the economics of cover crops.  In the spring of 2014, we released a decision support tool to help answer questions regarding the short term and long term economic questions.  Today we are releasing an update (Version 2.1) to that tool.  Key updates include adding soil erosion variables, long term (up to 5 year) crop rotations, (including fallow), expanded livestock utilization variables, and the ability to save up to 5 scenarios for later review, or utilization with ‘what if’ scenarios. We believe these enhancements will help producers, landowners, planners and others to make informed decisions regarding the costs and benefits associated with the addition of cover crops to their rotation. 

Before you open the tool and dive right in, there are a couple important of points we need to make.

1. We believe the Instruction tab to be of great importance for any user.  Please take a look at this page to understand the inputs required by the user and results the tool provides.  Updates and changes to the tool from Version 1.1 are in blue.
2. The analysis depends upon user supplied values. Default scenarios are available to use as a starting point based upon the best information/values we currently have for the Midwest. However the variables can be modified (overwritten) to represent any part of the country.
3. Results are provided both graphically and numerically to aid in understanding of the analysis.
4. A References & Citations tab provides users with additional technical and scientific detail that was utilized to build the tool.
5. We expect to have more updates and additions to the tool.  We are currently working on developing an analysis that would look at the effect of changing crop rotations with the addition of cover crops. There are also discussions going on regarding ecosystem services.  

The tool is also available at this time from the following website sites:  

NRCS MO Soil Health Website:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/mo/soils/health/

NRCS IL eFOTG Section V > Costs and Economic Tools http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov//efotg_locator.aspx

NRCS Economics Tools website:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/technical/econ/tools/#CropHay


We hope you find this tool to be valuable to you.  If you have any questions, or suggestions to offer, please feel free to let us know. Our contact information is:
bryon.kirwan@il.usda.gov   217.353.6638
lauren.cartwright@mo.usda.gov   573.876.9415
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