511.11 Determining Highly Erodible Fields

a Basis for Determining Highly Erodible Fields

Determinations will be completed for all fields within a tract or multitract.

The statutory provisions require that HEL determinations be based on the definition of a field within a farm, as follows:

Definition: A field is defined as a part of a farm that is separated from the balance of the farm by permanent boundaries, such as fences, permanent waterways, woodlands, and croplines (in cases where farming practices make it probable that the cropline is not subject to change).

A field will be subject to the HELC provisions if it is determined to be highly erodible.

b Preparing for Making HEL Determinations

When FSA refers an AD–1026 to NRCS, the following data will be used to make highly erodible land determinations:

        Information included on the AD–1026, aerial photocopies, and any attachments.

        The Highly Erodible Soil Map Unit List. The Highly Erodible Soil Map Unit List and associated FOTG data that was prepared as of January 1, 1990, will be used for ALL HEL determinations.

        Soil survey maps.

        Previous HEL determinations completed on the tract.

c Determine HEL by Field

This table gives the conditions under which fields will be determined HEL or NHEL.

 

	IF the highly erodible soil map units in a field…
	THEN the field is…

	Constitute 33.33 percent or more of the acreage in the field,
	HEL

	Equals 50 or more acres,
	 

	Do not constitute 33.33 percent nor equal 50 acres or more,
	NHEL


d HEL Determination Labels

The following HEL identification labels shall be recorded on the aerial photocopies, as well as the official aerial photography maintained by FSA:

        HEL — The field is composes of predominantly highly erodible soil mapping units and is subject to the HELC compliance provisions.

        NHEL — The field is not composed of predominantly highly erodible soil mapping units and is not subject to the HELC compliance provisions.

e Determination Considerations

Portions of the soil map unit area outside of the field boundary will not be considered in the erodibility determination except as used to determine slope length as indicated in the National Agronomy Manual.

Fields initially determined as being potentially highly erodible (PHEL) will be reviewed in the field to determined if the field is HEL or NHEL. The on-site investigation will be fully documented to support the determination, including the measurements used to support the LS factor value generated.

Field observation data used to make erodibility determinations will supersede any factors used in making office determinations of HEL.

f Multitract Determinations

Determinations for fields assigned multitract numbers shall be made as follows:

        Use field boundaries for making HEL determinations on land for which there was no prior HEL determination, including fields defined as multitracts.

        Redetermine HEL using the criteria for highly erodible fields in NFSAM, Section 511.11 if both of the following apply:

        The original HEL determination on the land was made using tract subdivisions of a field rather than field boundaries within a farm.

        The producer has requested the redetermination in writing.

g Providing HEL Determination Notification

Notify all USDA participant signatories on the form AD–1026, including all primary owners and tenants, as well as FSA, of the HEL determination. The notification shall be in writing, and will be issued not later than 10 days after completing the determination. Examples of letters of notification are included in the Exhibits as specified in the Conservation Programs Manual, Part 510, Subpart G. Notification shall include the following information:

        The type of determination.

        The basis for making the determination (i.e., analysis of the soil mapping unit information).

        Appeal and Mediation information.

        A copy of the determination.

        Any other material or documentation needed to support the technical determination.

h HEL Field Records to Provide

For all HEL determinations, provide the following records to the persons listed in paragraph 511.11(g) above—

        A copy of the official HEL determination.

        A copy of the completed FSA aerial photocopy with HEL/NHEL designations.

        The technical determination notification letter.

i Case File Records Required

The following documents will be maintained as specified in GM 120, Part 408, in the appropriate case file folder :

        AD–1026 and AD–1026A

        NRCS–CPA–026

        Completed FSA aerial photocopy with HEL/NHEL designations

        HEL calculations including field documentation of PHEL soil map units

        Resource inventory data

        Any other material used for making the required determinations.

 

