FSA/FACTA – Documentation Requirements and Methods
Guidance on procedures for evaluating residue levels

(Original – Indiana Bulletin 180-3-5 - Dated April 16, 1993)

National Agronomy Manual –

The National Agronomy Manual, (Sub-Part 503E, Crop Residue, 190-V-NAM, 3rd Edition, October, 2003) explains the accepted method for measuring crop residue levels.  This guidance should be referenced when making any field residue measurements.

Recording Results -
All measurements for each field requiring residue for erosion control must be recorded on Attachment 2, or equivalent, and a notation made in the client’s case file assistance notes.  Information required includes residue measurements, previous crop, present crop, planned crop, field number, tract number, date of review, location of measurements, and other relevant information.  Measurements will be taken at representative sites in each field and not at a single location in the field.  
Attachment 2 is an optional form but represents all the information that must be documented.

Residue Decomposition -
Plans requiring residue will be checked as soon as possible after planting.  If needed, use Attachment 1 to estimate residue decomposition.

System Evaluation -
In fields where residue amounts are not at planned levels, evaluate the existing conservation system.  If the system which has already been applied at this time meets the requirements of the ACS level of treatment, then it is an acceptable system.

When evaluating a system that is not the planned system, only past and current year’s performance may be evaluated.  The decision cannot be based on future plans for performance.

Example 1 – “I plan to go to hay next year and will leave it for 3 years”.  This is not acceptable for performance.

Example 2 – “Last year I had higher residue levels on my corn.  Here are the measurements I took.  The 3 years prior, I had hay in this field”.  Check FSA records to verify the crops and evaluate the documented system for the 5 years mentioned above and make a decision.  Evaluation should not go back farther than the number of years in the rotation.

If the client does not have records, you can base your decision on levels of performance in other fields which contain the same crop as was in the field being evaluated, if the client states that the current residue levels are similar to the previous year’s residue levels being documented.
The evaluation of the system must be well documented in the client’s assistance notes.

