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January 17, 2013
INDIANA FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE IN-212
This notice transmits changes to the Indiana Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) as described below. 
1. The following new standard(s) or documents have been added to Section IV of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) with the following significant changes.

a. 371 – Air Filtration and Scrubbing  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: new
b. 372 – Combustion System Improvement (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: new
c. 372 – Combustion System Improvement – Statement of Work  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: new

d. Construction Specification – (382) Fence  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: new.
The Toolkit domain data will need updated to use these new FOTG codes.  

2. The following revised standard(s) have been added to Section IV of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) with the following significant changes.

a. 311 – Alley Cropping (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Purposes = national purposes changed to refer to soil health and renewable energy; Criteria = establishment specifications now refer to the Forestry Technical Note: Tree & Shrub Establishment.
b. 575 – Animal Trails and Walkways  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes.
c. 327 – Conservation Cover (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = standard refers to 643 (Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats) for the appropriate criteria for prairies, sedge meadow, and other rare herbaceous habitats.

d. 656 – Constructed Wetland (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = layout changed to accommodate tile-outlet nutrient-filtering wetlands.  Seeding refers to 342 Critical Area Planting for embankments.

e. 340 – Cover Crop  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = termination criteria tied to the following crop; grazing allowed if beneficial to the purpose.
f. 589C – Cross Wind Trap Strips (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Purposes = wildlife habitat purpose removed, induce snow deposition added. 
g. 362 – Diversion  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = Exceptions made for minimum top width of 3 feet; seeding specifications refers to (342) Critical Area Planting.
h. 472 – Dry Hydrant  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Conditions = required to be compatible with end user’s needs.
i. 374 – Farmstead Energy Improvement  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes
j. 592 – Feed Management  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes
k. 382 – Fence  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = specifications moved to the new Fencing Specification document.
l. 386 – Field Border  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Purposes = added pollinator habitat.
m. 393 – Filter Strip  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Purposes = added suspended solids and associated contaminants in irrigation tailwater; Criteria = Drainage slope of 1% or greater now in General Criteria
n. 512 – Forage and Biomass Planting  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes
o. 655 – Forest Trails and Landings  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes

p. 412 – Grassed Waterway  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = velocity requirements referenced to an added Engineering Field Handbook Chapter 7 reference.  Seeding refers to 342 Critical Area Planting.  Adding topsoil for vegetation establishment is a requirement.
q. 422 – Hedgerow Planting  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes
r. 595 – Integrated Pest Management  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes
s. 443 – Irrigation System, Surface and Subsurface  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Units = changed from Number and Acre to Acre; Purposes = added Energy.

t. 443 – Irrigation System, Surface and Subsurface Statement of Work (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes.
u. 468 – Lined Waterway or Outlet  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = area where less than Q10 capacity is allowed was further clarified and matches new NHQ variance allowance.
v. 484 – Mulching  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No major changes.
w. 338 – Prescribed Burning  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Plans and Specifications = Added reference to a “Go No-Go Check List”
x. 528 – Prescribed Grazing  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = specifications now in various Technical Notes; “Stop Grazing Heights” replaces the previous terminology “minimum grazing heights”
y. 345 – Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = Additional Criteria to Maintain or Improve Soil Quality defined further.
z. 329 – Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No significant changes.
aa. 643 – Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Purposes = expanded to include aquatic habitats and biodiversity; Conditions = Added site conditions for open oak woodlands.

ab. 558 – Roof Runoff Structure (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = Added additional Criteria for Infiltration; Protection of Structures; and Increasing water quantity.

ac. 606 – Subsurface Drain (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = Pipe size (roughness coefficient), internal pipe pressure, maximum burial depths, design velocities, thrust control, and bedding requirements refer to manufacturer’s recommendations.

ad. 612 – Tree/Shrub Establishment (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = establishment specifications now refer to the Forestry Technical Note: Tree & Shrub Establishment.  Standard refers to 643 (Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats) for the appropriate criteria for savannas, open oak woodlands, and other rare forested habitats.
ae. 620 – Underground Outlet  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No Major Changes
af. 645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = herbaceous plantings refer to 327 Conservation Cover.

ag. 360 – Waste Facility Closure  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Name: = changed from “Closure of Waste Impoundments”; Criteria: = Section added to address closure of Dry Waste Storage or Treatment Facilities.  Soil testing is a requirement for the dry waste storage with earthen floors.  Clarification from IDEM on what can and cannot be buried in section on Fabricated Liquid Waste Facilities.  Wood, metal, plastic and shingles cannot be buried.
ah. 642 – Water Well  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No Major Changes
ai. 351 – Water Well Decommissioning  (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: No Major Changes
aj. 380 – Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Purposes = added visual screens; Criteria = establishment specifications now refer to the Forestry Technical Note: Tree & Shrub Establishment.
ak. 650 – Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: Criteria = establishment specifications now refer to the Forestry Technical Note: Tree & Shrub Establishment.
3. The following Job Sheets have been added or edited in Section IV of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).

a. 338 Prescribed Burning “Go, No-Go Checklist” (November 2012) = new.
b. 646 Shallow Water Development and Management Job Sheet (November 2012) 
Significant Changes = minor updates

c. 655 Forest Trails and Landings (November 2012) = new.
4. The following Tool has been updated to Section IV of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) with the following significant changes.

a. Indiana Seeding Tool – Seeding Calculator & Indiana Seeding Tool – Seeding Calculator (Excel 97-2003 version) (November 2012) 

Significant Changes: updated seeding rates for various cover crop species.
5. The following Technical Notes have been added to Section I of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) in the ‘Technical Notes’ folder:
a. Forestry Technical Note: Tree & Shrub Establishment (November 2012) = New
b. Forestry Technical Note: Residential Tree Planting (November 2012) = New 
c. Grazing Technical Note: Anti-Quality Factors (November 2012) = New
d. Grazing Technical Note: Grazing Plan Considerations (November 2012) = New
e. Grazing Technical Note: Grazing System Options and Details (November 2012) = New
6. All of the Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) standard(s) have been updated in Section III of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) in the ‘Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria’ folder – these standards reflect changes to the national criteria as required by National Bulletin 450-13-3.

7. The National-Level Resource Concerns and Planning Criteria for Conservation Planning have been posted to Section III of the Field Office Technical Guide in the ‘Quality Criteria’ folder - these planning criteria will take effect in fiscal year 2014 and were posted to Section III as required by National Bulletin 450-13-2.

8. The following data have been added to Section I of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) in the ‘Cost Data’ -> ‘Payment Schedule Cost Data’ and the ‘State Program Payment Schedules’ folders:

a. FY13 Practice Cost Data (December 2012) = New
b. FY13 Program Practice Payment Schedules (December 2012) = New
New and revised standards may be downloaded from the Indiana NRCS FOTG web page: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/FOTG/.  Standards are all located in Section IV along with their respective Job Sheets and other information.

If you need more information please contact Shannon Zezula, 317-290-3200, extension 388.

/s/
ROGER KULT
Acting State Conservationist
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