
 
 
 
 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
6013 Lakeside Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

November 1, 2006 
 

INDIANA FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE IN-200 
 
This notice transmits: 

1. The following revised standard(s) to Section IV of the Electronic Field Office Technical 
Guide (eFOTG) with the following significant changes. 

a. 340 – Cover Crop (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Adds a purpose to reduce and minimize soil compaction; 
changes are added to the seeding table; changes the seeding dates on annual 
ryegrass. 
 

b. 382 – Fence (October 2006) 
Significant Changes: Adds wood fence as an acceptable option and requires 
wires to be placed on the animal side of posts, except around corners and curves. 
 

c. 393 – Filter Strip (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Incorporates ‘Zone 3 of a Riparian Forest Buffer’ into the 
criteria for reduce sediment, particulate organics, etc.; changes minimum flow 
length from 30 feet to 50 feet under “Additional Criteria to Reduce Dissolved 
Contaminants in Runoff”; Adds statement:  If drill spacing is over 7”, reduce the 
seeding rate of the drill by half and double drill; removes statement about 
broadcasting warm season grass seed; removes smooth brome/timothy seed 
mixture; adds statement about not using warm season grasses when the filter strip 
is shaded; adds statement about not using warm season grass mixes when soil 
types are poorly or some what poorly drained; adds statement that tall fescue 
should only be used for erosion control or grazing management in areas where 
other species will not work; changes ladino clover to white clover; adds alfalfa to 
legume chart; removes sweet clover from legume chart; adds partridge pea to 
legume chart; changes tall fescue seeding rate from 25 pounds per acre to 15 
pounds per acre; changes smooth brome grass seeding rate from 40 pounds per 
acre to 8 pounds per acre. 

 
d. 666 – Forest Stand Improvement (October 2006) 

Significant Changes:  Moves crop tree release for wildlife to considerations. 
 

e. 410 – Grade Stabilization Structure (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Explains freeboard for all structures; changes seeding 
dates; changes ‘structural’ spillway to ‘principal’ spillway, and ‘auxiliary’ 
spillway to ‘emergency’ spillway; toewall drop structure is changed from 4 ft. of 
vertical drop to 5 ft. of vertical drop. 

 
 



f. 521A – Pond Sealing or Lining, Flexible Membrane (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  No significant content changes. 
 

g. 521B – Pond Sealing or Lining, Soil Dispersant (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  No significant content changes. 
 

h. 521A – Pond Sealing or Lining, Bentonite Sealant (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  No significant content changes. 
 

i. 345 – Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till (October 2005) 
Significant Changes:  Changes practice name, number, and definition; adds 
purpose to reduce soil particulate emissions and for reducing CO2 loss from the 
soil; adds Indiana “modified no-till” option. 
 

j. 329 – Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed (October 
2005) 
Significant Changes:  Changes practice name, number, and definition; adds 
purpose to reduce soil particulate emissions and for reducing CO2 loss from the 
soil; Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) is used as a criteria for some purposes; 
Indiana “modified no-till” option removed and included in practice 345. 
 

k. 346 – Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Changes practice name, number, and definition; adds 
purpose to reduce soil particulate emissions and for reducing CO2 loss from the 
soil. 
 

l. 643 – Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Adds ‘Low Stature Prairie’ and ‘Fen Restoration’ options. 

 
m. 570 – Runoff Management System (January 2006) 

Significant Changes:  Changes the format with no significant content changes. 
 

n. 350 – Sediment Basin (November 2005) 
Significant Changes:  Changes the format with no significant content changes. 
 

o. 607 – Surface Drainage, Field Ditch (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Removes requirement for soil boring on every site; 
updates design references in text. 
 

p. 608 – Surface Drainage, Main or Lateral (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Removes seeding tables and refers to 342. 
 
 
 
 



q. 612 – Tree/Shrub Establishment (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Increases planting density for general tree planting criteria 
to 8 ft. X 10 ft., and for fine hardwoods at 8 ft. X 8 ft.; removes allowance for 
container trees to be planted at a lower planting density (container trees must be 
planted at the same rate as seedlings); and adds a wildlife criteria section. 
 

r. 638 – Water and Sediment Control Basin (October 2006) 
Significant Changes: Changes the format with no significant content changes. 
 

s. 657 – Wetland Restoration (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Changes definition and purpose to match national change; 
changes maximum excavation depths; changes seeding dates; adds herbaceous 
planting criteria; adds grass and forb tables; adds additional considerations. 
 

t. 380 – Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Changes setback distances based upon county snowfall 
data. 
 

u. 650 – Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Conforms to national FOTG criteria, and incorporates 
Indiana 380 criteria. 
 

2. The following National Standards that have been adopted for use in Indiana. 

a. 591 – Amendments for Animal Waste Treatment (October 2006) 
Definition:  Treatment of manure, process wastewater, storm water runoff from 
lots or other high intensity areas, and other wastes, with chemical or biological 
additives. 
 

b. 365 – Anaerobic Digester, Ambient Temperature (October 2006) 
Definition:  An unheated waste treatment impoundment. 
 

c. 366 – Anaerobic Digester, Controlled Temperature (October 2006) 
Definition:  A managed temperature waste treatment facility 
 

d. 592 – Feed Management (October 2006) 
Definition:  Managing the quantity of available nutrients fed to livestock and 
poultry for their intended purpose. 
 

e. 409 – Prescribed Forestry (October 2006) 
Definition:  Manage forested areas for forest health, wood and/or fiber, water, 
recreation, aesthetics, wildlife habitat and plant biodiversity 
 

f. 367 – Waste Facility Cover (October 2006) 
Definition:  A fabricated rigid, semi-rigid, or flexible membrane over a waste 
treatment or storage facility. 



3. The following Statement of Work has been added to Section IV of the eFOTG. 

a. 592 – Feed Management (October 2006) 
 

4. The following updated Design and Drawing Spreadsheet to Section IV of the eFOTG. 

a. 382 – Fence Design and Drawing Sheets (October 2006) 
Significant Changes:  Changed to require wires to be placed on the animal side 
of the fence except around corners and curves. 
 

5. The updated FOTG standards Table of Contents to Section IV of the eFOTG. 

 
6. All standard(s) in Section IV of the Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG) 

with herbaceous species seeding dates now have the following consistent seeding dates 
and language for those species applicable to the standard: 

Seeding Dates Criteria 
Species/Mix  IN seeding Dates* Dormant seeding dates** 
Cool Season grasses 3/1-5/15 or 8/1-9/15 12/1-3/1 
Legumes 3/1-5/15 or 8/1-9/15 12/1-3/1 
Warm season grasses 4/1-6/15 12/1-4/1 
Forbs 4/1-6/15 12/1-4/1 

 
* Seedings which include Tall Fescue and/or Perennial Ryegrass and a mulch cover may 
extend to 9/30 for fall seeding due to the reduced time for germination and range of cold 
tolerance. 
**Increase seeding rates by 25% for dormant seeding.  Broadcasting of warm season 
grasses requires a prepared seedbed with protection from erosion as a consideration. 

 
New and revised standards may be downloaded from the Indiana NRCS eFOTG web page:  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/.  Select the Indiana page and go to the desired section.   
Standards are all located in Section IV along with their respective Job Sheets and other 
information. 
 
If you need more information, please contact Shannon Zezula, 317-290-3200, extension 388. 
 
 
/s/ 
 
JANE HARDISTY 
State Conservationist 
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