
If the complete start page doesn’t appear when 
you first open an NRCS Indiana Seeding 

Calculator, perform the actions on the next slide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If this page doesn’t appear, it’s because macros are not enabled.  To enable macros, follow the steps on the next slide.  You will need to shut the Seeding Calculator down and re-open it after you do the steps.



Newer Office Products = 
Go to the File tab

You’ll need to close the Seeding 
Calculator and re-open it when done.
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You’ll need to close the Seeding 
Calculator and re-open it when done.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will need to shut the Seeding Calculator down and re-open it after you do the steps.




Example = 100 acre 
Cover Crop 4 way mix



Enter your acres and site conditions to begin



Select each species that is targeted for your purposes 
and enter the % of the final biomass or canopy of 
cover you prefer (note this % is not the % of seed)



The seeding rate that is generated is based on ideal 
planting conditions and seeding equipment 

such as a drill



If you plan to aerial seed the cover crops you should 
select yes in the drop down. This will automatically 

increase the seeding rate for each species based on 
it’s likelihood of reduced emergence.



If you feel conditions are such that you need to 
increase or decrease the seeding mix- click the button 

in the upper left hand part of the screen



Each species in the mix will be increased 
proportionately by the % you select



At any time you can view the plant data that the 
calculator is using (e.g.- seeds/lb)

When satisfied- Click OK and go to specification sheet





CRP-Example = 
10 acre CP42 50 pt. mix
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Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Document the acres for the planning unit (NOTE: if firebreak acres will be scheduled, the acres entered here can either be the entire CP42 acres, or simply the acres of the specific seeding – in this case the CP42 50 pt. mix.  Later when the firebreaks are entered, the acres can be accounted for.
Enter 327 for the FOTG practice code (refer to the latest ‘General CRP Sign-Up FOTG Practices.docx’).
This will filter for species and rates that meet the appropriate standard and allow for scheduling of CP42 pollinators.
Enter the Soil’s Drainage Class.  
This will filter for species that are suitable to the site conditions.
If multiple soils exist on the planned unit, either specify different seedings, or verify that the mix you create will work on all of the soil drainage classes by creating the primary soils’ mix, then checking it using ‘Check A Mix’ later).
Enter any other site-specific limitations that are known (flooding, shade, pH).
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Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check “Pollinator” in the pop up box for all CP42 Pollinator mixes – this will show another pop-up to select pollinator-specific items
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Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a grass is needed (for erosion control, diversity, etc.) Choose 1 Wild Rye – Elymus sp. (only suitable species will appear).
Seeding rates will automatically appear in the spec sheet.
If a nurse crop is needed (for erosion control, weed control, etc.) choose a desired species (only suitable species will appear).
If a firebreak is needed press this button – another pop-up will appear to allow for firebreak specifications to be identified.
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Example = adding a firebreak seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a firebreak is needed:
Enter the acres of firebreak.
Then, identify whether the firebreak acres were accounted for at the beginning (i.e. – if the original acres on the first screen were the total CP42 acres, then choose ‘Subtracted From:’; otherwise if the firebreak acres were subtracted from the original acres, choose ‘Added To’).
Choose 1 grass &/or 1 Legume (only suitable species per the 394 standard will appear).
Seeding rates will automatically appear in the spec sheet per the 394 standard.
Click OK (or Cancel to go back).
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Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Press OK when all done (NOTE: you can come back and add firebreaks, nurse crops, etc. later if needed) – or Cancel to go back.



Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CRP specification/job sheet will be created based on the species selected.
The landowner, county, farm, tract, etc. information should be entered.
If there are other details needed by the participant (seeding methods, special notes, preferred maintenance methods, etc.), enter them in the appropriate sections of the sheet.
Acres can also be changed for the Primary Practice, Firebreaks, and Pollinators and the total needed will change.
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Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If changes are needed, press the Make Changes button to change species, percentages, pollinator, firebreak, etc. data.
If major changes are needed (site characteristics, standards, overall acres, etc.) press the BACK to Start button
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Example = 10 acre pollinator seeding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Press the View Pollinators Sheet button to go to  the Pollinators sheet – it can be printed for the participant as needed (only available if a CP42 was identified at the beginning).
Pressing the View Seeding Dates button to go to the Seeding Dates sheet – it can be printed for the participant as needed.
Pressing this button will transfer the Job Sheet, Forbs, Seeding Dates, and Pollinator Sheets to a separate Excel sheet.
From this sheet, it can be customized to individual participants and farms AS LONG AS THE SITE CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME so that standardized mixes and seeding methods can be employed.
When finished customizing the names and acres, each can be saved to the participant’s Toolkit folder.




CRP Example =
20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix
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Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Document the acres for the planning unit (NOTE: if firebreak acres will be scheduled, the acres entered here can either be the entire CP2 acres, or simply the acres of the specific seeding – in this case the 50 pt. mix.  Later when the firebreaks are entered, the acres can be accomodated for.
Enter the FOTG practice code (refer to the latest ‘General CRP Sign-Up FOTG Practices.docx’).
This will filter for species and rates that meet the appropriate standard.
Enter the Soil’s Drainage Class.  
This will filter for species that are suitable to the site conditions.
If multiple soils exist on the planned unit, either specify different seedings, or verify that the mix you create will work on all of the soil drainage classes by creating the primary soils’ mix, then checking it using ‘Check A Mix’ later).
Enter any other site-specific limitations that are known (flooding, shade, pH).





Example = 10 acre CP42 50 pt. mix
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check the appropriate use of 327 – NOTE: for General Signup CRP in Indiana, General Purpose plantings are the minimum, but only ‘wildlife-friendly’ species are authorized (select in the next dialog box that pops up).  Where the producer’s objectives include wildlife, select one of the ‘wildlife’ options to allow lower seeding rates with higher diversity plantings.
Erosive = EI > 8
Winter habitat = if needed as a critical habitat component for the site.




Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select the species of grasses &/or legumes (NOTE: only eligible species by the site conditions and standard will appear). Refer to the latest ‘General CRP Sign-Up FOTG Practices.docx’.
As the first species is selected, only additional “compatible” species will appear).
Select the % of Grass and Legume applicable to each species.
Think of this as what the participant wants the planting to look like after establishment – the above would be a field dominated by the medium-height Canada Wild Rye with the remainder as clumps of big blue and switch.  The legume component would be dominated by Wild Senna with some Blue Wild Indigo.
If forbs will be added, enter the number of species and PLS ounces/acre.
A general ‘forb sheet’ will be generated that will give the participant a list of all of the forbs suitable to the site conditions that they can establish on their site.
OR, If individual forb species and rates are to be specified, press this button and select forbs (NOTE: only forbs suited to the site will be available).



Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a nurse crop or temporary cover crop is needed, press this button and identify the species and percentage.
If a firebreak is needed (highly recommended for native grass plantings), press this button.
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Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enter the acres of firebreak.
Then, identify whether the firebreak acres were accounted for at the beginning (i.e. – if the original acres on the first screen were the total CP2 acres, then choose ‘Subtracted From:’; otherwise if the firebreak acres were subtracted from the original acres, choose ‘Added To’).
Choose 1 grass &/or 1 Legume (only suitable species per the 394 standard will appear).
Seeding rates will automatically appear in the spec sheet per the 394 standard.
Click OK (or Cancel to go back).




1 = for CP4B/CP4D

CP4B/CP4D trees/shrubs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the planting is a CP4B or CP4D, press this button to specify the trees/shrubs.



CP4B/CP4D trees/shrubs
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enter the acres of trees &/or shrubs
Enter the spacing of the trees &/or shrubs
Select the suitable species of trees &/or shrubs (NOTE: only trees and shrubs suited to the site conditions and standard will be available).
Identify the percentage of each species desired in the plantings.
Press OK when done
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Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Press OK when all done (NOTE: you can come back and add firebreaks, nurse crops, forbs, trees/shrubs, or change species &/or percentages later if needed).
OR, to change Site Conditions, Acres, or the standard, press BACK.
NOTE: the Indiana NRCS Seeding Calculator allows the planner to alter the base seeding rates by pressing the ‘INCREASE/DECREASE THE TOTAL SEEDING RATE’ button, but it’s not recommended unless unique site conditions or objectives need addressed.



Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After pressing OK, choose ‘Yes’ to identify that this is a CRP practice – this will put the specifications on a job sheet with CRP-specific maintenance and management requirements.




Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CRP specification/job sheet will be created based on the species selected.
The landowner, county, farm, tract, etc. information should be entered.
If there are other details needed by the participant (seeding methods, special notes, preferred maintenance methods, etc.), enter them in the appropriate sections of the sheet.
Acres can also be changed for the Primary Practice, Firebreaks, and Pollinators and the total needed will change.



Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Press the View Forb Sheet button to go to the suitable forbs sheet – it can be printed for the participant as needed.
Press the View Pollinators Sheet button to go to  the Pollinators sheet – it can be printed for the participant as needed (only available if a CP42 was identified at the beginning).
Pressing the View Seeding Dates button to go to the Seeding Dates sheet – it can be printed for the participant as needed.
Pressing this button will transfer the Job Sheet, Forbs, Seeding Dates, and Pollinator Sheets to a separate Excel sheet.
From this sheet, it can be customized to individual participants and farms AS LONG AS THE SITE CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME so that standardized mixes and seeding methods can be employed.
When finished customizing the names and acres, each can be saved to the participant’s Toolkit folder.




Example = 20 acre CP2 50 pt. mix
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If changes are needed, press the Make Changes button to change species, percentages, pollinator, firebreak, etc. data.
If major changes are needed (site characteristics, standards, overall acres, etc.) press the BACK to Start button



Checking Mixes
Example = 1 acre 
CP2 50 pt. mix



Example = 1 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Press Check A Mix to verify if a specific seeding (such as a pre-packaged mix or a previously created mix works on additional site conditions) meets the applicable standard.
To check a mix that’s not yet planted, it’s easiest to start at 1.0 acres...if the seeding is already planted, it’s best to check the total acres seeded and enter the total pounds seeded by species.
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Example = 1 acre CP2 50 pt. mix

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The mix previously used meets the standard by the ‘Yes’ designations.
If a species or rate doesn’t meet the standard, the sheet will say what’s wrong (species not suitable to the site conditions, species is not wildlife-friendly, grass too high/low, legume too high/low, forbs too high/low, etc.)
Press the Create A Job Sheet button to transfer these data to a job sheet as before.
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