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A properly operated and maintained 
underground outlet is an asset to your farm.  
This structure was designed and installed to 
dispose of surface water from terraces, 
diversions, water and sediment control basins, 
or similar practices.  The estimated life span of 
this installation is at least 20 years.  The life of 
this installation can be assured and usually 
increased by developing and carrying out a good 
operation and maintenance program. 

This practice will require you to perform periodic 
operation and maintenance for satisfactory 
performance.  Here are some recommendations 
to help you develop a good operation and 
maintenance program. 

General Recommendations 

 Periodically inspect—especially after heavy 
rains—aboveground connections, inlets, 
orifice plates, trash guards, outlets, rodent 
guards, and splash pads to make sure they 
are functioning properly and are free of 
debris. 

 Promptly repair or replace any damaged 
inlets, conduits, or other components due to 
rodents or burrowing animals, livestock, 
equipment, vehicles, or vandalism. 

 Maintain design depth of cover on all 
pipelines and structures. 

 Avoid operation of tillage and subsoiling 
equipment that could damage any 
component of the system. 

 Restrict traffic over the pipeline.  Traffic 
should be only at designated sections that 
were designed for traffic loads. 

 Repair leaks and broken or crushed 
conduits. 

 Repair eroded areas at the pipe outlet. 

Specific Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need additional technical assistance to 
implement the operation and maintenance 
plan for this structure, contact the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) at 
your local USDA Service Center (listed in the 
telephone book under United States 
Government).
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