Instructions for Completing Form KS-CPA-52,

Environmental Effects for Conservation Planning
COMPLETING THE FORM
The Form KS-CPA-52 is the instrument used to summarize the effects of conservation practices and systems.  It also provides summary documentation for environmental evaluation (EE) of the planned actions.  The EE is “a concurrent part of the planning process in which the potential long-term and short-term impacts of an action on people, their physical surroundings, and nature are evaluated and alternative actions explored” (Form SCS-CPA-52, dated January 2000, (National Planning Procedures Handbook [NPPH], Amend. 4, March 2003).  The EE applies to all assistance provided by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) (General Manual 190, Part 410.5). 

Attach additional sheets or assistance notes if more space is needed beyond the Form KS-CPA-52 and Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheets.
A.
Record the client's name and address.
B.
Enter the conservation plan identification (ID) number, if applicable.
C.
Enter the conservation management unit (CMU) to which this evaluation applies.  This may be done by legal description, field, pasture, tract, land use (i.e., cropland, rangeland, woodland, etc.), by resource area (i.e., riparian corridor or wetland area), or any other suitable geographic division. 
D.
Briefly summarize the client's objective(s).

E.
Briefly summarize the proposed action.
F., G.
Use the provided resource, economic, and social considerations or list other considerations identified during scoping.  Under each of the resource considerations, select the appropriate resource concern.  Utilize the Kansas electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG); Section III, Resource Quality Criteria; Section V, Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPE) and Resource Concerns Field Inventory (Form KS-ECS-2) to help in defining concerns, criteria, and possible effects.
H., I.
Defines the differences between each alternative, including the “no action” alternative.  The "no action" alternative is the predicted future condition if an action/alternative is not implemented.  Document the effects of each alternative for the considerations listed in Sections F and G.  Consider both long-term and short-term effects.  Consider any effects, which may be individually minor but cumulatively significant, at a larger scale or over an extended time period.  As necessary, attach additional pages to quantify effects. 
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J., K.
Complete Sections J. and K, by documenting the effects of each alternative on applicable special environmental concerns.  See the Special Environmental Concerns Evaluation Procedure guide sheets in the National Environmental Compliance Handbook, Part 610.71.  Completion of guide sheets is not required, but may provide additional documentation that the appropriate processes have been followed.
L.
List any necessary easements, permissions, or permits (i.e., Clean Water Act [CWA], Section 404; Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10; Endangered Species Act, Section 10; state or county permits; state Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks [KDWP] threatened and endangered species [T&E] and Species In Need of Conservation [SINC]).
M.
Briefly describe mitigation to be applied that will offset any adverse impacts.  Attach appropriate documentation to Form KS-CPA-52.
N.
The individual responsible for completing Form KS-CPA-52 must sign and date the form indicating they have used the best available information.  This signature is particularly important when a Technical Service Provider (TSP) is completing Form KS-CPA-52 or when NRCS is providing technical assistance on behalf of another agency.

O.
Document contact and communications with United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Army Corps of Engineers (COE), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), KDWP, Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), NRCS specialists, state environmental agencies, etc., and others consulted, including public participation activities. 
P.
Check the applicable finding being made.  For additional information, consult the National Environmental Compliance Handbook.
Q.
Explain the reasons for making the finding identified in Section P.  Cite any references, analysis, data, or documents which support the finding.  Add additional pages as necessary.  To find that an action has been sufficiently analyzed in an existing NRCS environmental document, the document must cover the area in which the action is being implemented.
R.
A NRCS responsible official must sign and date for NRCS actions. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) or other federal agency responsible official must sign and date for FSA or other agency-funded activities.
