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Land Smoothing 
The removal of irregularities on the land surface 
with earth moving equipment.   
HTTP://WWW.NRCS.USDA.GOV/TECHNICAL/EFOTG/. 
Purpose 
Improve surface drainage, provide for more 
effective use of precipitation, obtain more uniform 
planting depths, improve equipment operation, and 
facilitate contour cultivation. 

 
Figure 1. Large amounts of sediment can be deposited in 
cropland during flooding events. 

Where Used 
This practice applies primarily to cropland, and 
specifically on areas where depressions, mounds, 
turn rows, and other surface irregularities interfere 
with the application of needed conservation 
practices.  However, it is limited to areas that have 
adequate soil depth or where, topsoil can be 
removed, stockpiled, and replaced after shaping is 
complete. 

 

 

Planning Considerations 

Accumulated sediment 6 inches and less should be 
graded and shaped to a depth shallow enough to 
facilitate incorporation into the existing soil during 
normal tillage activities.  Deposited sediment 
greater than 6 inches may be removed from the 
field, but must not be re-deposited within the 
floodplain. 
 

 
Figure 2. Land Smoothing is necessary to facilitate 
installation of conservation practices and normal farming 
activities. 

The scope of Land Smoothing-466 for use with the 
Emergency Conservation Program of 2010 is 
limited to sediment deposits in cropland and 
hayland where FSA has determined eligibility 
approved for the EC2 practice. 

 

 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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