
University of Kentucky Recommended Chemical Options for 
Establishment of Native Cover 

Option 
Current 

Condition 
Timing Method 

 
 

Single 
Application 

Cropland 
 

OR 
 

Grassland 

Spring 
(April-June) 

Apply just prior to planting. 
Herbicide Rate: 2.0 – 3.0 quarts of 
glyphosate per acre. May be tank-mixed 
with 4-8 ounces of imazapic per acre.1* 

This method should not be used on areas 
containing tall fescue or orchardgrass. 

 
 

Single 
Application 

Cropland 
Spring 

(April-June) 

Apply just prior to planting. 
Herbicide Rate: 4-8 ounces of imazapic per 
acre.1 * 

 
 

Two 
Applications 

Grassland 
Spring 

(April-June) 

Apply first application several weeks before 
planting and the second application should 
be applied just prior to planting after 4 - 6 
inches of regrowth occurs and three to four 
weeks after the initial application. 
 
• 1st Herbicide Application Rate: 2.0 – 3.0 
quarts of glyphosate per acre.1 
• 2nd Herbicide Application Rate: 1.0 –1.5 
quarts of glyphosate per acre. May be tank-
mixed with 4-8 ounces of imazapic per 
acre.* 

 
 

Two 
Applications 

Grassland 

Fall 
(Sept-Oct) 

& 
Spring 

(April-June) 

Fall Herbicide Application Rate: 1.5 – 2.0 
quarts of glyphosate per acre.1 

Spring Herbicide Application Rate: 1.5 - 2.0 
quarts of glyphosate per acre. May be tank-
mixed with 4-8 ounces of imazapic per 
acre.* 

* Eastern Gamagrass, switchgrass, Virginia wild rye and some forbs/wildflowers used in 
pollinator plantings may not be compatible with the active ingredient, imazapic. If imazapic-
containing herbicides will be used, check the label to determine which forbs/legumes are 
compatible with imazapic prior to species selection. 

 

 

1 These rates are from the University of Kentucky publication "Weed Management In Grass Pastures, Hay Fields, and Other 
Farmstead Sites" (AGR-172) and based on a 41% a.i. formulation; Washburn, B. E. and Barnes, T. G., 2000, “Native Warm-Season 
Grass and Forb establishment using imazapic and 2, 4-D”, Native Plants Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 61-69; and the University of 
Tennessee publication “Native Warm-Season Grasses: Identification, Establishment and Management for Wildlife and Forage 
Production in the Mid-South” (PB1752). AGR172 was specifically referenced from the Pasture Renovation or Replacement of 
Endophyte-Infected Tall Fescue section. Additional information pertaining to vegetation control can be found in the above listed 
references. Note: Methylated soybean oil (MSO) or other additives may be used according to the label. 
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