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SPECIFICATIONS 
TREE/SHRUB PRUNING 

CODE 660 
 
A:  Commercial Trees:  
 
When trees reach 3 inches diameter breast high (DBH), prune branches from the lower one-
half of tree. Pruning should be done during the dormant season, usually from October 15 - 
April 1.  
 
Number of Trees to Prune:  
 
For Small Poles prune not over 300 per acre. A third of these can be developed into quality 
sawlogs and the remainder can be pruned for small poles. Spacing between pruned trees 
should be 12-14 feet apart.  
 
For Ouality Sawlogs prune 100-125 of the best trees per acre. For proper distribution, 
pruned trees should be spaced 18-20 feet apart.  
 
 

Pruning Method Tree DBH Tree Height Prune Height 

 Inches Feet Feet 

3 - Step 1st  Step 3-4 15 -20 7 - 10 

 2nd  Step 5-6 25 - 30 12 - 15 

 3rd  Step 6-8 35 - 40 17 -20 

2 - Step 1st  Step 3-5 15 - 25 7 - 15 

 2nd Step 5-8  25 - 40 12 - 20 

1 - Step 1st  Step 5-8 25 - 40 12 - 20 
 
 
GUIDES:   
 
$ Use shears, loppers or saws for pruning. Never use an axe or hatchet. 
$ P rune no more than one-half of the total height of tree.  
$ Cut branches flush with the trunk.  
$ Trees over 7 inches in diameter are generally considered too large to start pruning unless 

they have received some natural pruning.  
$ Wear appropriate safety equipment (goggles, gloves, etc.) during pruning operation and 

watch for falling branches.  
 
Pruning to enhance the natural beauty  See Practice Standard 562).  
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Christmas Trees:  
 
Few trees grow naturally into a desirable Christmas tree form.  Generally the crown should 
be cone-shaped with the diameter of the base about two-thirds of the height.  Acceptable 
taper standards range from 40-90 percent.  To achieve the desired taper with a single main 
stem and desirable fullness, shape by pruning and shearing. Shearing is the cutting back of 
the current year’s growth of the leader and lateral branches.  Pruning is the removal of 
undesirable wood older than one year, such as diseased, dead or damaged wood or forks.  
 
Start shaping trees the third or fourth year after planting or when the trees average 2 1/2 feet 
in height. This shaping consists of pruning to remove forks and some shearing on precocious 
leaders.  The following year, shear the terminal to 0-12 inches with a 45 degree angle cut.  
Shear the laterals to about two-thirds the length of the terminal.  Repeat this operation until 
the trees reach a marketable height.  In the year in which the trees will be harvested, shear 
lightly to maintain form.  
 
Time for shearing will vary according to species but usually can be accomplished from early 
spring until winter.  If shearing is done too early the tree will continue growing and not set 
buds at the shear point.  If shearing is too late the resulting buds will be few and weak.  
 
Proper shearing will control the distance between branching while increasing the number of 
buds (next year limbs) 3-6 times.  Virginia, shortleaf, and spruce pines must be shaped 
several times during the growing season.  Shear the new growth before it hardens.  Shearing 
knives, hedge shears, and hand clippers, are the most popular tools.  
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