TECHNICAL NOTES

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
SEPTEMBER 2007 ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

ECONOMIC TECHNICAL NOTE NO. 3

ALTERNATIVES FOR LIMITED RESOURCE FARMERS -
CASH CROP PRODUCTION

Farming has evolved into a very complex business venture. In general, limited resource farmers
find it difficult to compete in the world of conventional agricultural production. The limited
resources available to them in must be used efficiently if they are to remain in farming.

Cash crop production or truck crop farming, terms used to describe small-scale commercial
vegetable production, have the potential to generate significant economic returns per acre.

For limited resource farmers, if they are to remain in farming, cash crop farming could possibly
be the answer to increasing their income, if they are willing to adapt.

This type of farming is characterized by: (1) wide variations in yields and market prices from
year to year; (2) highly perishable produces; (3) high harvest costs; and (4) labor-intensive
production operations. However, less acreage is required to generate significant returns, less
equipment is needed to produce a crop, smaller equipment can be efficiently utilized, and a
considerable amount of crop diversity can be achieved.

The following information which was modified from source material obtained from the LSU
AgCenter represents estimates of the costs and returns of selected cash crops that can be readily
produced in areas of Louisiana.
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BELL PEPPERS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Bell Peppers Bu 7.00 900.00 6,300.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 211.20 1.00 211.20
Fungicides Ac 112.40 1.00 112.40
Herbicides Ac 21.50 1.00 21.50
Hired Labor* Ac 1,657.50 1.00 1,657.50
Insecticides Ac 27.02 1.00 27.02
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 1,134.00 1.00 1,134.00
Plastic Ac 384.00 1.00 384.00
Fumigant Ac 390.00 1.00 390.00
Plants Ac 648.00 1.00 648.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 28.38 212.85
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 3.00 22.50
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 5.04 6.75
Electricity Kwh 0.10 23.25 2.33
Gasoline Gal 1.78 31.89 56.76
Repair & Maintenance Ac 59.27 1.00 59.27
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 86.54 1.00 86.54
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- - -~ 5,032.62
Fixed Expenses Ac 173.34 1.00 173.34
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- - - 5,205.96
Net Returns - - - 1,094.04

* Includes harvest labor.




BROCCOLI — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Broccoli Boxes 6.75 300.00 2,025.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 151.80 1.00 151.80
Fungicides Ac 9.52 1.00 9.52
Herbicides Ac 13.57 1.00 13.57
Hired Labor* Ac 487.50 1.00 487.50
Insecticides Ac 51.30 1.00 51.30
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 601.00 1.00 601.00
Plants Ac 660.00 1.00 660.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 24.50 183.75
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 6.00 45.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.77 5.05
Electricity Kwh 0.10 36.00 3.60
Gasoline Gal 1.78 30.60 54.47
Repair & Maintenance Ac 61.84 1.00 61.84
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 27.23 1.00 27.23
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -~ 2,355.63
Fixed Expenses Ac 149.50 1.00 149.50
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 2,505.13
Net Returns - - - -480.13

* Includes harvest labor.




BUTTER BEANS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price (%) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Butter Beans Bu 20.00 100.00 2,000.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 61.70 1.00 61.70
Fungicides Ac 42.50 1.00 42.50
Herbicides Ac 42.60 1.00 42.60
Hired Labor* Ac 845.00 1.00 845.00
Insecticides Ac 28.40 1.00 28.40
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 82.20 1.00 82.20
Seed Ac 75.00 1.00 75.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 20.20 151.50
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.40 6.30 8.82
Gasoline Gal 1.80 24.90 44.82
Repair & Maintenance Ac 39.50 1.00 39.50
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 11.70 1.00 11.70
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,433.74
Fixed Expenses Ac 85.10 1.00 85.10
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,518.84
Net Returns - - - 481.16

* Includes harvest labor.




CABBAGE — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh Market, Fall Hybrid, Irrigated, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price (%) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Cabbage Sack* 4.25 600.00 2,550.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 118.00 1.00 118.00
Herbicides Ac 14.37 1.00 14.37
Hired Labor** Ac 547.50 1.00 547.50
Insecticides Ac 50.07 1.00 50.07
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 450.00 1.00 450.00
Seed Ac 272.00 1.00 272.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 30.36 227.70
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 5.04 6.75
Electricity Kwh 0.10 36.00 3.60
Gasoline Gal 1.78 43.34 77.15
Repair & Maintenance Ac 80.19 1.00 80.19
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 21.52 1.00 21.52
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- - -~ 1,868.85
Fixed Expenses Ac 194.76 1.00 194.76
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 2,063.62
Net Returns - - - 486.38

* Represents 501b. sack

** Includes harvest and irrigation labor ($7.50/hour)




CABBAGE — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, Spring Hybrid, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Cabbage Sack* 4.75 600.00 2,850.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 118.00 1.00 118.00
Herbicides Ac 3.99 1.00 3.99
Hired Labor** Ac 577.50 1.00 577.50
Insecticides Ac 30.92 1.00 30.92
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 450.00 1.00 450.00
Plants Ac 510.00 1.00 510.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 31.69 237.68
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 4.00 30.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Electricity Kwh 0.10 24.00 2.40
Gasoline Gal 1.78 45.35 80.72
Repair & Maintenance Ac 75.55 1.00 75.55
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 26.89 1.00 26.89
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 2,148.72
Fixed Expenses Ac 197.43 1.00 197.43
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 2,346.15
Net Returns -- -- -- 503.85

* Represents 50 Ib. sack.
** Includes harvest labor ($7.50/hr).




CANTALOUPES — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Canteloupes Boxes 1.25 2,500.00 3,125.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 88.00 1.00 88.00
Fungicides Ac 90.26 1.00 90.26
Herbicides Ac 24.66 1.00 24.66
Hired Labor* Ac 435.00 1.00 435.00
Insecticides Ac 12.72 1.00 12.72
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 8.00 1.00 8.00
Seed Ac 676.00 1.00 676.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 23.30 174.75
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 6.00 45.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Electricity Kwh 0.10 36.00 3.60
Gasoline Gal 1.78 36.74 65.40
Repair & Maintenance Ac 72.07 1.00 72.07
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 22.76 1.00 22.76
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -~ 1,723.29
Fixed Expenses Ac 177.17 1.00 177.17
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- - - 1,900.46
Net Returns - - - 1,224.54

* Includes harvest labor.




CAULIFLOWER — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh Market, Two-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Cauliflower Boxes 8.00 300.00 2,400.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 168.5 1.00 168.50
Herbicides Ac 14.37 1.00 14.37
Hired Labor* Ac 600.00 1.00 600.00
Insecticides Ac 38.30 1.00 38.30
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 375.00 1.00 375.00
Plants Ac 382.50 1.00 382.50
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 25.08 188.10
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 6.00 45.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Electricity Kwh 0.10 36.00 3.60
Gasoline Gal 1.78 38.56 68.64
Repair & Maintenance Ac 72.96 1.00 72.96
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 21.39 1.00 21.39
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,983.43
Fixed Expenses Ac 181.14 1.00 181.14
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 2,164.57
Net Returns -- -- -- 235.43

* Includes harvest labor.




CUCUMBERS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Cucumbers Bu 6.50 300.00 1,950.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 88.00 1.00 88.00
Fungicides Ac 74.39 1.00 74.39
Herbicides Ac 24.66 1.00 24.66
Hired Labor* Ac 660.00 1.00 660.00
Insecticides Ac 9.56 1.00 9.56
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 383.00 1.00 383.00
Seed Ac 93.16 1.00 93.16
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 26.04 195.30
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 8.00 60.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 6.29 8.43
Electricity Kwh 0.10 48.01 4.80
Gasoline Gal 1.78 38.26 68.10
Repair & Maintenance Ac 81.86 1.00 81.86
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 14.56 1.00 14.56
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- - -~ 1,765.82
Fixed Expenses Ac 185.51 1.00 185.51
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- - - 1,951.33
Net Returns -- -- -- -1.33

* Includes harvest labor.




EGGPLANT — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Eggplant Bu 7.75 600.00 4,650.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 118.05 1.00 118.05
Herbicides Ac 10.38 1.00 10.38
Hired Labor* Ac 1,350.00 1.00 1,350.00
Insecticides Ac 41.25 1.00 41.25
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 758.00 1.00 758.00
Plastic Ac 384.00 1.00 384.00
Plants Ac 400.00 1.00 400.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 34.12 255.90
Hand Labor Hr 7.50 12.00 90.00
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 4.00 30.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 6.29 8.43
Electricity Kwh 0.10 24.00 2.40
Gasoline Gal 1.78 37.14 66.11
Repair & Maintenance Ac 65.01 1.00 65.01
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 70.68 1.00 70.68
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 3,650.21
Fixed Expenses Ac 172.26 1.00 172.26
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 3,822.47
Net Returns -- -- -- 827.53

* Includes harvest labor.
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IRISH POTATO — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price (%) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Irish Potato Cwt 15.00 150.00 2,250.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 168.90 1.00 168.90
Fungicides Ac 7.01 1.00 7.01
Herbicides Ac 26.98 1.00 26.98
Hired Labor* Ac 480.00 1.00 480.00
Insecticides Ac 17.60 1.00 17.60
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 147.00 1.00 147.00
Plants Ac 242.00 1.00 242.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 24.60 184.50
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 6.29 8.43
Gasoline Gal 1.78 32.37 57.62
Repair & Maintenance Ac 51.33 1.00 51.33
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 19.28 1.00 19.28
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1410.65
Fixed Expenses Ac 111.48 1.00 111.48
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,522.13
Net Returns - - - 727.87

* Includes harvest labor.
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MUSTARD GREENS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price (%) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Mustard Greens Doz 4.00 600.00 2,400.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 48.90 1.00 48.90
Herbicides Ac 14.37 1.00 14.37
Harvest Labor Ac 900.00 1.00 900.00
Insecticides Ac 38.21 1.00 38.21
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 338.00 1.00 338.00
Seed Ac 10.00 1.00 10.00
Stakes and Twine Ac 12.00 1.00 12.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 25.88 194.10
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Gasoline Gal 1.78 39.38 70.10
Repair & Maintenance Ac 58.26 1.00 58.26
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 9.65 1.00 9.65
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1698.66
Fixed Expenses Ac 128.27 1.00 128.27
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,826.93
Net Returns - - - 573.07
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OKRA — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
OKkra Bu 15.00 240.00 3,600.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 59.40 1.00 59.40
Herbicides Ac 4.79 1.00 4.79
Hired Labor* Ac 1,522.50 1.00 1,522.50
Insecticides Ac 19.73 1.00 19.73
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 170.50 1.00 170.50
Seed Ac 25.30 1.00 25.30
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 20.59 154.43
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Gasoline Gal 1.78 28.06 49.95
Repair & Maintenance Ac 40.81 1.00 40.81
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 29.05 1.00 29.05
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE - - - 2,081.53
Fixed Expenses Ac 89.53 1.00 89.53
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE - - - 2,171.06
Net Returns - - - 1,428.94

* Includes harvest labor.
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SHALLOTS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Shallots Doz 2.00 2,000.00 4,000.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 60.20 1.00 60.20
Herbicides/Fungicides Ac 39.25 1.00 39.25
Hired Labor* Ac 1,387.50 1.00 1,387.50
Insecticides Ac 15.08 1.00 15.08
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 738.00 1.00 738.00
Seed Ac 600.00 1.00 600.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 28.19 211.43
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 9.61 12.88
Gasoline Gal 1.78 32.88 58.53
Repair & Maintenance Ac 51.93 1.00 51.93
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 37.26 1.00 37.26
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 3,212.06
Fixed Expenses Ac 112.78 1.00 112.78
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 3,324.84
Net Returns -- -- -- 675.16

* Includes harvest labor.
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SNAP BEANS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price (%) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Snap Beans Bu 12.00 150.00 1,800.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 61.70 1.00 61.70
Fungicides Ac 42.50 1.00 42.50
Herbicides Ac 42.60 1.00 42.60
Hired Labor* Ac 495.00 1.00 495.00
Insecticides Ac 22.40 1.00 22.40
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 122.50 1.00 122.50
Seed Ac 60.00 1.00 60.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 19.50 146.25
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.40 6.30 8.82
Gasoline Gal 1.80 24.20 43.56
Repair & Maintenance Ac 37.70 1.00 37.70
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 9.80 1.00 9.80
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,092.83
Fixed Expenses Ac 82.20 1.00 82.20
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,175.03
Net Returns -- -- -- 624.97

* Includes harvest labor.
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SOUTHERN PEAS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Southern Peas Bu 15.00 100.00 1,500.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 50.40 1.00 50.40
Herbicides Ac 34.60 1.00 34.60
Hired Labor* Ac 620.00 1.00 620.00
Insecticides Ac 19.58 1.00 19.58
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 68.75 1.00 68.75
Seed Ac 54.30 1.00 54.30
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 17.53 131.48
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 5.04 6.75
Gasoline Gal 1.78 19.85 35.33
Repair & Maintenance Ac 31.00 1.00 31.00
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 9.47 1.00 9.47
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1061.66
Fixed Expenses Ac 65.11 1.00 65.11
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1126.77
Net Returns -- -- -- 373.23

* Includes harvest labor.
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STRAWBERRIES — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Strawberries Flats 8.00 1,800 14,400.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 284.77 1.00 284.77
Fungicides Ac 300.70 1.00 300.70
Herbicides Ac 41.00 1.00 41.00
Hired Labor* Ac 4,293.70 1.00 4,293.70
Insecticides Ac 167.00 1.00 167.00
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 2,250.00 1.00 2,250.00
Seed Ac 72.40 1.00 72.40
Plastic Ac 807.00 1.00 807.00
Fumigant Ac 520.00 1.00 520.00
Plants Ac 1,200.00 1.00 1,200.00
Row Covers Ac 910.00 1.00 910.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 27.60 207.00
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 12.00 90.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 6.22 8.33
Electricity Kwh 0.10 307.20 30.72
Gasoline Gal 1.78 36.35 64.70
Repair & Maintenance Ac 199.20 1.00 199.20
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 211.70 1.00 211.70
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- - -- 11,658.22
Fixed Expenses Ac 548.44 1.00 548.44
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 12,206.66
Net Returns - - - 2,193.34

* Includes harvest labor.
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SWEET CORN — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Sweet Corn Doz 2.00 600.00 1,200.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 198.75 1.00 198.75
Herbicides Ac 19.20 1.00 19.20
Harvest Labor Ac 225.00 1.00 225.00
Insecticides Ac 66.34 1.00 66.34
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 97.50 1.00 97.50
Seed Ac 105.12 1.00 105.12
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 27.59 206.93
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 4.00 30.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 5.04 6.75
Electricity Kwh 0.10 24.00 2.40
Gasoline Gal 1.78 44.26 78.78
Repair & Maintenance Ac 78.90 1.00 78.90
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 11.90 1.00 11.90
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1127.57
Fixed Expenses Ac 206.70 1.00 206.70
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1334.27
Net Returns - - - - 134.27
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SWEET POTATO — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh and Process, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Sweet Potato Cwt 8.00 175.00 1,400.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 56.50 1.00 56.50
Herbicides Ac 26.85 1.00 26.85
Hired Labor* Ac 562.50 1.00 562.50
Insecticides Ac 66.58 1.00 66.58
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 86.25 1.00 86.25
Seed Ac 117.03 1.00 117.03
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 24.89 186.68
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 11.99 16.07
Gasoline Gal 1.78 20.44 36.38
Repair & Maintenance Ac 35.84 1.00 35.84
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 15.52 1.00 15.52
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,206.20
Fixed Expenses Ac 80.65 1.00 80.65
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 1,286.85
Net Returns -- -- -- 113.15

* Includes harvest labor.
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TOMATOES — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre
Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price ($) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Tomatoes Boxes 9.00 900.00 8,100.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 249.30 1.00 249.30
Fungicides Ac 64.60 1.00 64.60
Herbicides Ac 8.70 1.00 8.70
Hired Labor* Ac 3,277.50 1.00 3,277.50
Insecticides Ac 74.10 1.00 74.10
Pack & Harvest Items Ac 1,007.00 1.00 1,007.00
Stakes and Twine Ac 184.00 1.00 184.00
Plastic Ac 384.00 1.00 384.00
Plants Ac 304.00 1.00 304.00
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 41.39 310.43
Irrigation Labor Hr 7.50 10.00 75.00
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Electricity Kwh 0.10 60.00 6.00
Gasoline Gal 1.78 52.68 93.77
Repair & Maintenance Ac 102.63 1.00 102.63
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 53.58 1.00 53.58
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 6,199.68
Fixed Expenses Ac 217.55 1.00 217.55
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- -- 6,417.23
Net Returns - - - 1,682.77

* Includes harvest labor.
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WATERMELONS — Summary of Costs and Returns per Acre

Fresh Market, One-Row Equipment, 2005

Item Unit Price (%) Quantity Amount ($)
GROSS RETURNS
Watermelons Cwt 6.00 300.00 1,800.00
DIRECT EXPENSES
Fertilizer Ac 85.25 1.00 85.25
Herbicides/Fungicides Ac 81.23 1.00 81.23
Hired Labor* Ac 465.00 1.00 465.00
Insecticides Ac 9.66 1.00 9.66
Seed Ac 26.63 1.00 26.63
Operator Labor Hr 7.50 27.78 208.35
Diesel Fuel Gal 1.34 3.78 5.07
Gasoline Gal 1.78 33.97 60.47
Repair & Maintenance Ac 44.33 1.00 44.33
Interest on Op. Cap. Ac 12.27 1.00 12.27
TOTAL DIRECT EXPENSE -- -- -- 998.26
Fixed Expenses Ac 99.09 1.00 99.09
TOTAL SPEC. EXPENSE -- -- - 1097.35
Net Returns -- -- -- 702.65

* Includes harvest labor.
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Bill Waits
Agricultural Economist
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