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ANIMAL MORTALITY FACILITY

PRACTICE INTRODUCTION

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service—Practice Code 316

ANIMAL MORTALITY FACILITY

An animal mortality facility is an on-farm facility
for the treatment or disposal of livestock and
poultry carcasses.

PRACTICE INFORMATION

An animal mortality facility provides for disposal
of animal carcasses using methods such as
incineration, composting, disposal pits, and
freezing/rendering to minimize pollution of, or
harm to the soil, water, air, plant, or animal
resources, as well as to humans. Properly designed
facilities will reduce the impact of odors, decrease
the likelihood of the spread of disease or other
pathogens, and provide contingencies for normal
and catastrophic mortality events.

Design criteria for this practice include site
location, design sizing, storage period, safety
features, and fabricated structure criteria. An
operation and maintenance plan is developed to
specify requirements for facility inspection and
proper disposal of residual material.

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES
Animal Mortality Facility is commonly applied as
part of a Comprehensive Nutrient Management
Plan with practices such as:

e Critical Area Planting (342)

e  Composting Facility (317)

e Diversion (362)

e Dike (356)

e Pond Sealing or Lining (521)

e Incinerators and freezers
For further information, refer to the practice
standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide

and associated practice specifications and job
sheets.

The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective
and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal
permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are
cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.




Animal Mortality Facility
7/2008

Animal Mortality Facility

A 4

D.1 (+) Prevention of
interaction between

animal mortality and

predators/scavengers

A 4

February 2013

| Initial setting: Animal carcass treatment or
l«—— disposal is needed as a component of a

1.2 (-) Potential for
water pollution

A 4

I.1. (-) Spread
of diseases
and
pathogens

A 4

1.3 (-) Nutrients,
organics, and
pathogens in
surface and
ground water

A 4

C.1 (+) Quality of
receiving waters |«

(316) i CNMP or waste management system for
I livestock or poultry operations. !
A 2
1. An on-farm facility dedicated to the treatment Visual
or disposal of livestock and poultry carcasses P object
\ 4 \ 4 \ 4 y \ 4
D.2 (+) Ability to D.3 (+) Options for D.4 (+) Cost of D.5. (+) D.6 (+) Energy v
properly treat handling normal installation, Labor use when D.7 (-)
and/or dispose of |« and catastrophic operation, and required incinerators, Visual
animal mortality mortality events maintenance operating burial, or quality
and freezers
/ maintaining employed l
v -
facility
1.4 (-) S n o n m n Ve
Odors 1.9 (+) / | Windbreak/Shelterbelt I
1.6 (-) Agribusiness A 4 Establishment (380) *
Methane 1.10 (+/-) Net [ v r—— -l
produced returns to . Other visual screen
producer — o mm = e

1.5 (-) Odor
complaints
from

1.7 (-) Soil erosion

(temporary impact

only when burial

would be employed)

A

neighbors

\

A 4

C.2 (+) Air quality

T

A 4

»
Ll

C.3 (+) Health of humans, domestic
animals, and wildlife

1.8 (-) Sediment
and turbidity in
surface waters

1.11 (-) Cost of
future regulatory
compliance

A 4

\ 4

C.4 (+) Income and income stability
(individuals and community)

A

LEGEND

Mitigating practice or |
I activity

#. Created by practice

D. Direct effect

I. Indirect effect

C. Cumulative effect

Note: Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect
upon the resource, not whether the effect is beneficial or adverse.

Pathway

(+) increase; (-) decrease

The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications. These effects
are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are
the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained. All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are
independent of the conservation practices. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.
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