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Definition

Growing crops in a planned sequence on the same field.

Where Used 
This practice applies to all land where annually-planted crops make up at least one-third of the crop sequence.

For the purposes of this practice, a cover crop is considered a crop in the rotation.
Criteria
Applicable to All Purposes 
Crops shall be grown in a planned sequence as outlined in this plan. 
When the Primary Purpose is to Improve Soil Quality
The crops grown shall produce a positive OM (Organic Matter) subfactor value over the life of the rotation, as determined by the Soil Conditioning Index, with appropriate adjustments for additions to or subtractions from biomass.
Additional Considerations for Soil Quality Soil organic matter levels are more sensitive to tillage than to long rotations with perennial vegetation.  Therefore, reducing or eliminating tillage from a management system will increase soil organic matter quicker than rotations with several years of perennial vegetation.

The effects of this practice can be enhanced by utilizing animal wastes, including green manure crops (cover crops), or applying mulches to supplement the biomass produced by crops in the rotation.

Biological Nitrogen Fixation to Reduce Energy Use

When crop rotations are designed to add nitrogen to the system, nitrogen-fixing crops shall be grown immediately prior to, or interplanted with, nitrogen-requiring crops.

Manage the Balance of Plant Nutrients

Crop selection and sequence shall be determined using an approved nutrient balance procedure.

To reduce excess nutrients in the soil profile, use crops with:

· quick germination and root system formation,

· a rooting depth sufficient to reach the nutrients not removed by the previous crop, and 

· nutrient requirements such that they can readily utilize the excess nutrients.

Manage Plant Pests (Weeds, Insects, Diseases)
Design the crop sequence to break pest lifecycles and/or to allow for the use of a variety of control methods.  

Remove susceptible crops and alternate host crops from the rotation for the period of time needed to break the life cycle of the targeted pest.

Resistant varieties, listed in appropriate university publications or other approved sources, shall be selected where there is a history of a pest problem.

Pollinator Considerations:

Retaining bolting or flowering crops for some time after harvest may provide beneficial insects with an important nectar source when and where pests are active.

To maintain stable pollinator and beneficial insect populations, ensure that the same overall density of floral resources is maintained from year-to-year. For example, two years of flower-rich plantings, followed by a year of only grasses, will cause a rapid decline in pollinator populations. Such a scenario is undesirable.  
Additional Considerations to Increase Cropping System Diversity

Fallow years should not occupy more than 25% of the planned crop sequence (“fallow year” means a time that cropland is uncropped during a growing season, vegetative growth is controlled by tillage or herbicides).
For crop diversity, the planned crop sequence should contain different crop types such as: warm season grass, warm season broadleaf, cool season grass, and cool season broadleaf.
Operation and Maintenance 
Rotations shall provide for acceptable substitute crops in case of crop failure or shift in planting intentions for weather related or economic reasons.  Acceptable substitutes are crops having similar properties that will accomplish the purpose of the original crop.
Evaluate the rotation and the crop sequence to determine if the planned system is meeting the planned purposes.
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	Purpose(s) for This Practice

Based upon identified Resource Concern(s) and producer goals, this crop rotation plan complies with the “Additional Criteria” set out in the NRCS Conservation Crop Rotation 328 standard for the following Purpose(s).  The Planner has developed and filed required support calculations or other documentation:
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	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Manage Plant Nutrient Balance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Feed for Livestock

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Supply Nitrogen via Fixation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:      
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	Additional Specifications and Notes for implementing this practice:


      
Practice Checkout and Certification (328)

Growing Season Year:

	Field/Plot #
	Extent/Acres
	Date Planted
	Date Checked
	Remarks/Observations/As built Info

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	Extent Completed:                Acres

	Remarks:     

	I have Job Approval Authority and I certify this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specs.

	Approved By:       
	Date:       
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	Extent Completed:                Acres

	Remarks:     

	I have Job Approval Authority and I certify this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specs.

	Approved By:       
	Date:       
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	Extent Completed:                Acres

	Remarks:     

	I have Job Approval Authority and I certify this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specs.

	Approved By:       
	Date:       
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