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Definition
A strip of permanent vegetation (any desired combination of grasses, forbs, shrubs, and trees) established at the edge or around the perimeter of a field. 
Its use can support or connect other buffer practices within and between fields.  This practice applies to cropland and grazing lands.
Operation and Maintenance
Field borders require careful management and maintenance for performance and longevity.  The following O&M activities will be planned and applied as needed:
· Maintain records of the field border maintenance as needed by the land user.
· Avoid vehicle traffic when soil moisture conditions are saturated.
· Repair storm damage.
· Repair and reseed ephemeral gullies and rills that develop in the border.
· Remove sediment from above, within and along the leading edge of the field border when accumulated sediment either alters the function of the field border or threatens the degradation of the planted species.
· Shut off sprayers and raise tillage equipment to avoid damage to field borders.
· Shape and reseed border areas damaged by animals, chemicals, tillage, or equipment traffic.
· Do not use the field border as a hay yard or machinery parking lot for any extended period of time, especially if doing so will damage or impair the function of the field border.
· Maintain desired vegetative communities and plant vigor by liming, fertilizing, mowing, disking, or burning and controlling noxious and invasive weeds to sustain effectiveness of the border.
· Minimally invasive vertical tillage (e.g. paraplowing) may be performed in rare cases where compaction and vehicle traffic have degraded the field border function.  The purpose of the tillage is strictly to relieve soil compaction and increase infiltration rates so as to provide a better media for reestablishment of vegetation and field border function.
· When managing for wildlife, maintenance activities that result in disturbance of vegetation should not be conducted during the primary nesting, fawning and calving seasons.  Activities should be timed to allow for regrowth before the growing season ends whenever possible
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	Purpose / Resource Concern(s) addressed:


	[bookmark: Check1]        |_| Reduce sheet and rill erosion
	[bookmark: Check4]|_|Provide wildlife food and cover

	[bookmark: Check2]        |_|Protect soil and water quality
	[bookmark: Check5]|_|Increase carbon storage 

	        
	[bookmark: Check6]|_|Improve air quality




Refer to Conservation Plan Map Showing location of practice location and layout of Field Border(s).

	Layout
	Border 1
	Border 2
	Border 3
	Border 4

	
Field Border width (feet)
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	Field Border length (feet)
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	Area in Field Border (acres)
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FERTILITY:   Apply lime and fertilizer as needed, according to Soils Test recommendations.

PLANTING:  Prepare a firm seedbed.  Plant seed ¼ to ½ inch deep.  If needed, refer to Forage and Biomass Planting (Code 512).

Inoculant is needed for legumes – treat legume seed with appropriate strain of fresh Rhizobia inoculant shortly before planting

SEEDING DATES:  Perform seeding of grasses and legumes only during the following time periods, in accordance with Maine NRCS guidelines: http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/ME/Code512SpecGuidenew.pdf


	
Spring - seed from        to       

[bookmark: Text17]     Fall - seed from        to       



SEED MIXTURE AND RATE:    

Seed with the following mixture.  Rates are based on Pure Live Seed (pls) basis indicated on seed bag tag.1

	
Species                 Amount (lb/ac)
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[bookmark: Text28]Total Seeding Rate for  this mixture:        lbs/ac

[bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30][bookmark: Text31]Seeding Rate       lbs/ac  X        acres = Total pounds of seed mix needed:         lbs

Inoculant is needed for legumes – treat legume seed with appropriate strain of fresh Rhizobia inoculant shortly before planting.




1To calculate actual pounds of seed needed on Pure Live Seed Basis:

EXAMPLE:  From seed tag:   93% Purity and 95 % Germination

% Purity 93   X  % Germination 95 /100 =  88.35% Pure Live Seed

Recommended Total Seed Needed 125 lbs. / 0.8835 PLS =  141.5 Actual pounds of seed mix needed

	Woody Plant Materials Information - Refer to ME 612 Tree and Shrub Establishment Specification Guide Sheet for plants per acre and avg. spacing.  Refer to ME eFOTG - Section II or other Maine technical references for plant species.

	Field

	Ac
	Species/cultivars:
	Plants/acre:
	Total
Needed
	Kind of 
stock1
	Planting dates:
	Avg. Spacing2:
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1BAreroot, COntainer, CUtting; include size, caliper, height, and age as applicable. 2Spacing between plants to achieve plants/acre.
Plants/acre = 43,560 (ft2/ac) ÷ [Between-Row Spacing (ft) X In-Row Spacing (ft)}
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Practice Checkout and Certification (386)


	Field/Plot #
	Extent/Feet
	Date Planted
	Date Checked
	Remarks/Observations/As built Info
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	I have Job Approval Authority and I certify this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specs.
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