 Cover Crop - 
Conservation Practice Job Sheet



 Maine 340
Landowner:                              Tract/Field       
Planner:                                                        Date:      
Acres to be treated:      
Cover crops may be sown in the spring or fall. They are terminated by harvest, frost, crimping, mowing, tillage and/or herbicides in preparation for the following crop. Cover crop residues are usually left on the surface over winter. They are either worked into the soil the following year, or left on the surface to provide protective cover. In some cases, annual crops are plowed in the fall of the year seeded. When this occurs, ample protection from wind and water erosion needs to be provided.

Cover crops planted to provide nutrients for the following crop will usually be incorporated into the soil the spring following seeding. The cover crop will be terminated as late as feasible to maximize plant biomass and still prepare the seedbed for the next crop.

	Purpose (check all that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reduce soil erosion 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Increase biodiversity

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Increase soil organic matter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Weed suppression

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Promote biological Nitrogen fixation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Provide supplemental forage

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reduce particulate emissions into the  
atmosphere
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Soil moisture management

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Minimize soil compaction
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Capture/redistribute soil nutrients


	Field
	Previous Crop
	Seeding Date
	Species
	Rate /Acre
	Seeding Method*
	Kill Date
	Kill Method

	

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Cover Crop Specifications
*Seeding Methods: D = Drill, B = Broadcast, A = Aerial, Interseeding = I

Cover Crop 



 



Maine 340

Operation and Maintenance 
1. If necessary, control weeds in the cover crop by mowing or herbicide application. 

2. Control soil moisture depletion by selecting water efficient species and by terminating the cover crop before excessive transpiration occurs.

	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	     


Practice Checkout
	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Date Completed


	
	
	

	Checked by


	
	
	

	Date checked


	
	
	

	Remarks


	
	
	


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer.
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