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Biosecurity Levels:  The State of Maine Veterinarians Office recommends that the procedures 
outlined for Levels 1, 2 and 3, whichever is appropriate for the situation, should be followed on a 
routine basis.  NRCS Employees are to avoid level 3 situations if at all possible. 
 
Vehicles:  Recognizing that many farms do not have paved or concrete roads and driveways, 
the following procedures will minimize the need to wash tires and wheel wells: 
 

• Park the vehicle as close to roadway as possible and walk to facilities or job site. 
• Avoid mud and areas contaminated by manure. 
• Don’t drive in pastures and crop fields where manure has been applied.  Park at 

entrances or along field roads. 
• Attempt to limit number of NRCS or partner vehicles from entering farm.  Meet off 

farm and drive one vehicle to the farm. 
 
Disinfectants:  Only an EPA approved disinfectant (Virkon-S or Oxonia Active/Oxycept 333) is 
to be used. 
 
Virkon-S is available locally in the livestock section of Farm Stores that handle livestock related 
materials, i.e., Agway, Paris Farmers Union, Hemphills, etc.  No information could be obtained 
for availability of Oxonia/Oxycept 333. 
 
Virkon-S is a powder and has to be mixed with water to make a 1% solution.  Powder is 
corrosive.  Causes skin burns and irreversible eye damage.  Harmful if swallowed, absorbed 
through skin, or inhaled.  Wear safety glasses, goggles, or face shield; dust or particle mask; 
long sleeve shirt; and latex gloves when mixing Virkon-S with water.  Remove contaminated 
clothing and wash before reusing.  These precautions refer to powder only and not in use 
solution. 
 
Use measuring scoop that comes with Virkon-S.  If not available, use 1 rounded Tablespoon per 
½ gallon or 2 rounded Tablespoons per gallon.  This mixing rate is the minimum recommended. 
 
Virkon-S solution loses some of its effectiveness after 7 days.  Mix only enough for what is 
needed or expected to be used within 7-10 days.  Reuse left over solution when mixing the next 
batch. 
 
Boots and Equipment:  Clean and disinfect boots and equipment coming in contact with 
ground before leaving farm.  Boots and dirty parts of equipment must be thoroughly 
cleaned before disinfecting.  Use the farm water hose or scrub brush and soap and water to 
clean all soil and manure off boots and equipment and out of boot treads.  POUR INTO TUB 
OR BUCKET ONLY ENOUGH DISINFECTANT SOLUTION NEEDED TO DISINFECT BOOTS 
AND EQUIPMENT.  Disinfect boots and equipment using scrub brush.  Unused disinfectant 
should not be discarded onto the ground. 
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