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The following page identifies the conservation effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are 
subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, and soil. Users are cautioned that these effects 
are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site. 

CLEARING AND SNAGGING 
 
PRACTICE INTRODUCTION 
 

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service―Practice Code 472
 

 
 
DEFINITION 
Clearing and snagging is removing logs, 
boulders, drifts, and other obstructions from 
a channel. 

PRACTICE INFORMATION 
The flow area of a channel may become 
clogged by various kinds of obstructions. 
When that happens, the stream flow is 
reduced and some or all of the obstructions 
may need to be removed. Clearing and 
snagging is a conservation practice used for 
that purpose. 

Special attention is given to restoring, 
maintaining, or improving the natural 
resources associated with the channel. If 
after careful study it is determined that the 

work is likely to result in channel erosion, 
impairment to fish and wildlife, or other 
adverse impacts, the clearing and snagging 
will either not be done or practices to 
minimize such damages will be applied 
concurrently with the clearing and snagging. 

In addition to onsite considerations, the 
downstream effects are also considered. 
Proper planning will result in measures and 
construction methods that enhance fish and 
wildlife values, aesthetics, shade trees, and 
other natural resources in the channel area. 

Additional information including design 
criteria and specifications are in the local 
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. 
 



The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications. These effects 
are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are 
the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained. All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are 
independent of the conservation practices. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site. 

 

Clearing & Snagging Clearing & Snagging 
(326) 

D.2 (-) Soil 
carbon 
storage. 

1. Channel free of major obstructions 
that limit flow 

Initial Setting: Channel or drainage 
way where the removal of trees, 
brush, and other obstructions is 
needed to reduce human and/or 
natural environmental risks. 

Start 

C.1 (+/-) Quality of receiving 
waters 

I.5 (+) 
Undesired plant 

growth. 

Critical Area Planting (342) 

I.6 (+) Desired 
plant regrowth 

C.4 (+/-) Income stability 

C.2 (+/-) Air quantity in the 
airshed 

I.3 (-) Soil quality. 

I.4 (+/-) Greenhouse 
gases 

Sediment Basin (350) 

I.2 (+) 
Sediment and 

other 
contaminants 
to receiving 

waters. 

Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) 

LEGEND 

#.  Created by practice 

D.  Direct effect 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Pathway 
(+) increase; (-) decrease 

Mitigating practice or 
activity 

Associated practice 

D.1 (+) Surface 
runoff volume 

and rate. 

C.3 (+/-) Biodiversity 

I.1 (+) Soil 
erosion. 

Pasture and Hay Planting (512) 

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management 
(645) 

I.7 (+) Soil carbon 
storage 

I.8 (+) Soil quality 

I.9 (+) Soil erosion 

D.4 (+) Cost for 
installation and 
maintenance 

D.3 (+) 
Channel 
capacity. 

Open Channel (582) 

Streambank and Shoreline 
Protection (580) 

Pest Management (595) 

Early Successional Habitat 
Development/Mgt. (647) 

I.10 (+/-) 
Aquatic habit 
quantity and 

quality 

I.12 (-) Net 
return 

I.11 (+/-) 
aquatic and 
terrestrial 
species 

Erosion and Sediment Control 
Measures Effects to Essential Fish 

Habitat 


