OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
FOR
FARMSTEAD ENERGY IMPROVEMENT (374) 
STEAM ENHANCED PREHEATER 
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A properly operated and maintained STEAM ENHANCED PREHEATER system is an asset to your property.  A Steam Preheater system will significantly reduce the energy use associated with maple syrup production.  The estimated life span of this practice is at least 10 years.  The life of the practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.
This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.
Operation and Maintenance
1. Keep sap tanks, lines, and pumps clean.  
2. Clean and operate steam preheater according to manufacturer’s instructions. 
3. Inspect electrical system at least yearly to insure system is in good condition and can still support steam preheater machine.  
4. Inspect fasteners and connections before and during use.  Tighten or replace as needed.  
5. Store steam preheater at the end of the season according to manufacturer’s directions and in a way that will protect it from damage.
	Specific Recommendations for Your Practice
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